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           DRAFT 
   MONROE BOARD OF FINANCE 

 Monroe, Connecticut 
 
        Special Meeting Minutes 

        April 28, 2016    
  
Present:                    Chairman Michael Manjos   

Vice-Chairman John Ostaszewski  
Board Member Debra Dutches 
Board Member Ted Quinlan 

           
Also present:              Finance Director Ron Bunovsky, Jr.  
                                    Deputy Finance Director Heidi Meade 

Tax Collector Manny Cambra 
    
Absent:                       Board Member Carl Ferraro 

Board Member Christine Rigby 
First Selectman Steve Vavrek 
Town Treasurer Debbie Heim 

 
CALL TO ORDER-Chairman Manjos called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Chairman Manjos noted that Board Member Ferraro will be submitting a letter of 
resignation from the Board.  
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES 
Motion to Approve the Amended Meeting Minutes and Voting Record of February 
22, 2016 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the amended meeting minutes and voting record 
Second: (J. Ostaszewski) 
Discussion: Board Members Quinlan and Dutches requested clarification on the Turf 
Field Amendment. The passage needs to read as follows:  “The proposed Turf Field 
Resolution includes, among things, athletic field lighting, audio, a scoreboard and 
security.  However, while such resolution was not changed in the interest of time, the 
funding of the turf field will not include such items.” 
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
 
Motion to Approve the Budget Workshop Minutes of March 8, 2016  
Motion: (M. Manjos) 
To approve the budget workshop minutes 
Second: (J. Ostaszewski) 
Discussion: None 
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0  
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Motion to Approve the Budget Workshop Minutes of March 14, 2016  
Motion: (J. Ostaszewski) 
To approve the budget workshop minutes 
Second: (D. Dutches) 
Discussion: None 
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
 
Motion to Approve the Meeting Minutes and Voting Record of March 16, 2016 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the meeting minutes and voting record 
Second: (J. Ostaszewski) 
Discussion: None 
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0  
  
Motion to Approve the Special Meeting Minutes and Voting Record of April 12, 
2016 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the meeting minutes and voting record 
Second: (J. Ostaszewski) 
Discussion: Board Member Quinlan asked about the state funding that was cut in 
February; Chairman Manjos noted there is no definitive number.  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0  
  
FIRST SELECTMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS-There were none at tonight’s meeting.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION-There was none at tonight’s meeting.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION-There was none scheduled. Board Member Dutches said, as a 
point of order, that Executive Session is not an agenda item; it comes out of an agenda 
item.  Chairman Manjos said that it was his understanding that an Executive Session had 
to be listed though it was noted that they are not a common occurrence.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Re-appointment of PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP (O’Connor Davies) as Auditors and 
Approval of Engagement Letter 
Motion to approve the Engagement Letter of PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP 
(O’Connor Davies for audit services for fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 
 
Motion to Re-appoint PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP (O’Connor Davies) as Auditors 
and Approval of the Engagement Letter 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the re-appointment 
Second: (T. Quinlan) 
Discussion: None  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
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Discussion of Proposed Consulting Engagement with O’Connor Davies-This will be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Discussion of Procedure to Re-state the Budgets for EMS, Health Department and 
Town Attorney for the Fiscal Years ending June 30, 2016 and June 30, 2017- This 
will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Discussion of Current Year (15-16) budget transfers approved by Town Council for 
Parks and Recreation and Human Resources-Mr. Bunovsky said this item was 
informational; no action is required from the Board.  
 
Discussion to use Park and Recreation Contra funds to purchase dock for Lake 
Zoar-Mr. Bunovsky provided the Board Members with an invoice to repair the dock 
which is beyond repair and a liability to the Town.  He continued that he has discussed 
this with Mr. Cooper and he thought that Mr. Cooper would need to get the approval of 
the Parks and Recreation Commission at the next meeting on Monday so the Board of 
Finance’s vote tonight will be contingent on their approval.  Board Member Dutches said 
that the Contra account was a question she wanted to ask the auditor and she expressed 
concerns about using the funds as the dock is not a program item.   It was noted there is 
money available and Mr. Bunovsky said that as part of the budget process, $125,000 will 
be used for the tennis courts. Mr. Bunovsky continued that the other option is to use funds 
from the Capital Reserve Board; Chairman Manjos agreed.  
 
Motion to approve the Lake Zoar Dock replacement for $13,347 as requested by 
Parks and Recreation with funds from Capital Reserve and subject to approval of 
Parks and Recreation for the change in funding 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the dock replacement 
Second: (T. Quinlan) 
Discussion: None  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
 
Discussion of Town Attorney and Process of Approving Legal Bills-Chairman 
Manjos said that he wanted to discuss the possibility of having a Town Attorney on 
retainer.  Mr. Bunovsky said that, by Charter, it is a department of the Town and that for 
fiscal accounting and to bring it to a new level of fiscal responsibility; he felt the attorney 
needs to be out of the First Selectman’s Office.  Chairman Manjos said that he wants all 
bills to be authorized ahead of work being performed and an email sent to the Town 
Attorney on every job with the scope of work and perimeters clearly defined.  The Board 
Members agreed to work on drafting a finance policy for the payment of legal bills for 
the next meeting.  Mr. Bunovsky reiterated that he felt the Town Attorney should be on a 
retainer and manage other attorneys hired by the Town.   
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Motion to waive the full reading of the bond resolutions  
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To waive the full reading 
Second: (T. Quinlan) 
Discussion: None  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
 
A meeting of the Board of Finance of the Town of Monroe was held in the Conference 
Room, Room 204, of the Monroe Town Hall on April 28, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
Chairman Manjos called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room, 
Room 204, of the Monroe Town Hall, Monroe, Connecticut and states that the Resolution 
Regarding an Appropriation an Bond Authorization of $810,000 for the Department of 
Public Works’ Trucks and Equipment Project, is available to the public and may be 
obtained at this meeting.  
Members present and absent at the commencement of the meeting were as follows: 
 
PRESENT                                                                     ABSENT 
Chairman Michael Manjos         Board Member Ferraro 
Vice-Chairman John Ostaszewski       Board Member Rigby 
Board Member Debra Dutches 
Board Member Ted Quinlan 
 
The following communication from the First Selectman regarding the Resolution 
Regarding an Appropriation and Bond Authorization of $810,000 for the Department of 
Public Works’ Trucks and Equipment Project was received, accepted and incorporated 
into the minutes of the meeting: 
 
April 28, 2016 
To the Town Council, Board of Finance And the Legal Voters of the Town of Monroe: 
 
Pursuant to Chapter IX of the Charter, I recommend the adoption of the resolution 
attached hereto and entitled: 
  

“RESOLUTION REGARDING AN APPROPRIATION AND BOND 
AUTHORIZATION OF $810,000 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS’ TRUCKS AND EQUIPMENT PROJECT.” 

 
Very truly yours, 
Stephen J. Vavrek, Jr. 
First Selectman 
  
Motion to approve the appropriation and bond authorization of $100,000 for the 
Stepney Elementary School Oil Tank removal and replacement 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the appropriation and bond authorization 
Second: (J. Ostaszewski) 
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Discussion: None  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0  
 
A meeting of the Board of Finance of the Town of Monroe was held in the Conference 
Room, Room 204, of the Monroe Town Hall on April 28, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 
Chairman Manjos called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room, 
Room 204, of the Monroe Town Hall, Monroe, Connecticut and states that the Resolution 
Regarding an Appropriation and Bond Authorization of $100,000 for the Stepney 
Elementary School Tank Removal and Replacement Project is available to the public and 
may be obtained at this meeting.  
Members present and absent at the commencement of the meeting were as follows: 
 
PRESENT                                                                     ABSENT 
Chairman Michael Manjos         Board Member Ferraro 
Vice-Chairman John Ostaszewski       Board Member Rigby 
Board Member Debra Dutches 
Board Member Ted Quinlan 
 
The following communication from the First Selectman regarding the Resolution 
Regarding an Appropriation and Bond Authorization of $100,000 for the Department of 
Public Works’ Trucks and Equipment Project was received, accepted and incorporated 
into the minutes of the meeting: 
 
April 28, 2016 
To the Town Council, Board of Finance And the Legal Voters of the Town of Monroe: 
 
Pursuant to Chapter IX of the Charter, I recommend the adoption of the resolution 
attached hereto and entitled: 
  

“RESOLUTION REGARDING AN APPROPRIATION AND BOND 
AUTHORIZATION OF $100,000 FOR THE STEPNEY ELEMENTARY OIL 
TANK REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT PROJECT.”  

 
Very truly yours, 
Stephen J. Vavrek, Jr. 
First Selectman 
 
 Motion to approve the appropriation and bond authorization of $810,000 for the 
purchase of trucks and equipment for the Department of Public Works 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
To approve the appropriation and bond authorization 
Second: (T. Quinlan) 
Discussion: None  
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Quinlan)-0 
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OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion of Chalk Hill-Chalk Hill will remain an agenda update; there was no update 
at tonight’s meeting.  
 
REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REPORTS-Board Member Quinlan asked about the $8000 
that was used from the $13,000 Board of Finance contingency; it was noted that the funds 
were used for the study of an EMS building.  There was a brief discussion on Police 
overtime; the department was over budget on overtime and under budget on uniforms and 
the transfer is a Town Council issue.   
 
Tax Collector-Mr. Cambra provided the Board with an updated report.  Total to budget 
is 101.05%.  He directed the Board to the $41,000 in fees; he said that though he has 
taken in $41,000, he owes Russo $38,000 and $20,000 was budgeted.  There will be a 
transfer out of his budget at the end of the year.  Mr. Cambra continued that he will 
aggressively go after real estate and that he is in relatively good shape for the end of the 
year.  
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION-Board Member Dutches asked Mr. Manjos to ask the Board 
of Education Chairman if they review/approve increase in Board of Education use fees.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn at 7:05 p.m. 
Motion: (D. Dutches) 
Motion to adjourn 
Second: (C. Rigby) 
Discussion: None 
Motion passed 4 (Manjos, Ostaszewski, Dutches, and Rigby)-0  
 
 
    
 
 
         
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         
        Diane Behringer 
        Board of Finance Clerk 


