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Town of Monroe 
                             

 
 
 

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
Monroe, Connecticut 

 
Regular Meeting 

Minutes 
April 15, 2015 

 
 
The Monroe Board of Police Commissioners held a Regular Meeting on April 15, 2015, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Training Room of the Monroe Police Department. 
 
    Present: Chairman Ronald Villani 

Commissioner Gary Scrofani 
Commissioner James Bresnahan 

 
    Absent: Commissioner Edward Deak 
 
      Also Present: Chief John L. Salvatore 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Chairman Villani opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. and noted that Commissioner Deak was 
absent this evening due to a prior commitment. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the March 18, 2015 Regular Meeting were approved by unanimous consent. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Town Council Member Ray Knapp was present as liaison for the Board and commented on 
Captain Flick’s new role as Department Public Information Officer.  There was no other Public 
Participation this evening. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Chief Salvatore was in receipt of a letter, dated March 27, 2015, from Chief Michael Lombardo 
of the Trumbull Police Department thanking Lieutenant Keith White and Detective Helio 
Ramalhete for their assistance at the scene of a fatal vehicle crash in their town on March 17, 
2015. 
 
Chief Salvatore also was in receipt of a letter, dated April 1, 2015, from Field Program 
Consultant and Accreditation Manager William E. Tanner from the POSTC Accreditation 
Division recognizing Dan Brennan for his assistance during mock and on-site assessments at 
various police departments and thanking the Chief for allowing him to continue to assist the 
Division.  
 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
 
Activities and Program Measures:  Commissioner Bresnahan asked about marijuana infractions.  
Chief Salvatore stated that these are usually discovered during a motor vehicle stop for another 
violation.  Infractions are issued when less than a half ounce is found in a vehicle. 
 
Training:  Commissioner Bresnahan asked whether the Ice/Cold Water Rescue Training actually 
was a four-day course, and Chief Salvatore explained that the course itself was approximately 
four hours, but it was run over a four-day period in order to train as many officers as possible. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER’S FORUM 
 
Commissioner Scrofani asked who had the authority to close Barn Hill Road Extension.  Chief 
Salvatore stated that because of the extensive damage that occurred this winter, the road was 
closed to through traffic to reduce the amount of vehicles on the road and prevent further 
damage.  Chris Nowacki, Director of Public Works, advised this afternoon that repairs will begin 
tomorrow. 
 
Chairman Villani asked about the status of purchasing body cameras.  Chief Salvatore stated that 
this item was included in the Capital Projects budget submitted to the First Selectman a few 
months ago.  The proposal included enough cameras for each officer; as well as the cost of the 
server unit for storage.  The Chief stated he would keep the Board apprised in this regard. 
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Chairman Villani commented on an article he had read recently about fundraising for bulletproof 
vests for the K9s.  Chief Salvatore reported that both Department K9s have their own bulletproof 
vests.  The vest K9 Murphy wears was handed down from K9 Justice.  Chief Salvatore stated that 
a few years ago, one of the elementary schools in Town raised funds for the purchase of a K9 
vest. 
 
There was some discussion regarding the procedures followed when charging for police 
coverage during events sponsored by non-profit organizations.  It was suggested that when such 
an organization in Town puts on an event, whether it be for fundraising purposes or not, perhaps 
the Town should pay for the police coverage required. 
 
Commissioner Scrofani asked whether the Department was participating in the statewide texting 
ban detail, and Chief Salvatore stated that it was. 
 
 
BUDGET 
 
A. Fiscal Year 2014-2015. 
 
Chief Salvatore stated there are no major concerns at this time.  The Memorial Day Parade, as 
well as several Department-wide training classes in the spring, will impact the Overtime Account 
during the last quarter of the fiscal year. 
 
B. Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Draft Proposal. 
 
Chief Salvatore reported that a meeting was held with Town Department heads after the budget 
was defeated at the April 7, 2015 referendum.  At this time, the First Selectman has not indicated 
a reduction from the Police Department proposal is necessary. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no Old Business to discuss this evening. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no New Business to discuss this evening. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion:  J. Bresnahan 
MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION at 8:15 p.m. to discuss the Chief’s Annual 
Review. 
Second:  G. Scrofani 
Discussion:  None. 
Motion Passed:  3-0 
 
At this time, the Board entered into Executive Session.  Executive Session ended at 8:30 p.m., 
and the Regular Meeting continued. 
 
 
There was discussion at this time regarding the roundabout to be installed at the intersection of 
Routes 111 and 110. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the Regular Meeting was adjourned by unanimous 
consent at 8:48 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Sandra A. Stochmal 
      Sandra A. Stochmal, Recording Secretary 
      Board of Police Commissioners 
/sas 
Attachment 
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TOWN OF MONROE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE  
CHIEF OF POLICE 

 
 
TO:  Board of Police Commissioners 
FROM: Chief John L. Salvatore 
SUBJECT: March Monthly Report 
DATE: April 15, 2015 
 
 
ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM MEASURES: 
 
In March the Detective Division received 28 cases from Patrol and initiated another eight 
investigations.  Twelve cases were cleared by arrest, and 15 were closed by other means (civil 
matter, restitution, considered inactive, assist other jurisdiction, etc.).  Five arrest warrant 
applications were submitted to court, and seven warrants were served; five FTA (Failure to 
Appear) or Violation of Probation warrants were served by Detectives.  Five search and seizure 
warrants were issued and executed during the month.  Eleven pistol permit applications were 
initiated, and no other background inquiries were conducted.  Five Ex-Parte Orders were 
processed for the month. 
 
Two residential burglaries were reported during March, and ten burglaries were cleared by arrest.  
One individual was responsible for seven of the ten burglaries. 
 
The Youth Unit received three juvenile cases from Patrol and generated one other investigation. 
Six cases were closed, with no referrals to Juvenile Court, none to Juvenile Detention, one 
referral to DCF (Department of Children and Families), two referrals to other service agencies 
and three youthful offender matters processed within the Department.  The Youth Detective did 
not participate in any MDT (multi-disciplinary team) interviews (juvenile sexual assault victims) 
and did not attend any MDT meetings at the Center for Family Justice in Bridgeport.  The Youth 
Detective did participate in one community program.  No tours of the police facility for youth 
organizations were conducted.   
 
The Patrol Division logged 26 criminal charges during March.  Patrol officers issued 158 motor 
vehicle infractions, 241 written warnings, 19 misdemeanor motor vehicle summonses (e.g. 
suspended operator’s license and no insurance coverage), made four DUI arrests and issued one 
parking ticket.  Five marijuana infractions were also issued by patrol officers. 
 
Patrol Division officers responded to 10 Domestic/Family Violence incidents in March, with 
four arrests.  
 
Prisoner Watch:  Personnel performed 51.5 hours of prisoner watch for the month.  
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COMPUTER FORENSICS: 
 
External Agency Examinations: 
 
• Assist DEA with examination of multiple devices concerning a narcotics investigation.  

Status:  In process, finishing exams (reported previously). 
 
• Assist DEA with examination of multiple cell phones concerning a narcotics investigation.  

Status:  Completed. 
 

• Assist Shelton PD with examination of one cell phone concerning vandalism investigation.  
Status:  Completed. 

 
• Assist Bridgeport PD with examination of one cell phone concerning murder investigation.  

Status:  Completed. 
 

• Assist Shelton PD with examination of two cell phones concerning vice investigation. 
Status:  Completed. 

 
• Assist Trumbull PD with examination of several devices concerning a sexual assault 

investigation.  Status:  Nearly complete. 
 

• Participation on CT Financial Crimes Task Force with examination of four computers. 
 
Internal (MPD) Examinations: 
 
• Examine numerous computers and digital media concerning ICAC investigation.  Status:  

Partially completed, arrest made. 
 
• Examine one computer and one cell phone concerning a larceny investigation.  Status:  In 

Evidence. 
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY: 
 
Patrol Division officers were assigned to 111 Directed Traffic Details in response to citizen 
concerns and identified problem locations and offenses and also participated in statewide 
highway safety initiatives.   
 
MONTHLY STATISTICS REPORT OF CALLS FOR SERVICE AND ACTIVITY: 
 
Update will be presented at meeting. 
 
PROJECTS:   
  
The workload assessment/DDACTS resource allocation project continues.  However, the 
Department still is awaiting completion of the Greater Bridgeport Regional Council GIS project. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES:   
 
On April 30, several of the Department SROs and the Park Ranger participated in the Monroe 
Public School’s Celebration of Reading Program. 
 
Department technicians performed one child safety seat installation/inspection in March.  
 
 
TRAINING:  
 
On March 9 – 12, approximately three quarters of the Department attended Ice/Cold Water 
Rescue Training presented by members of the Trumbull Police Dive Team at Katz Pond in 
Trumbull. 
 
On March 23 – 27, (two-hour classes)  Instructor Officer Danielle Boucher presented update 
training for the Taser Dual Cartridge system, as well as information concerning the new Use of 
Force reporting process.  The amended Use of Force forms were re-designed, following the 
statewide policy/form model. 
 
On March 17 – 18, Officer Justin Desiderato attended Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement (ARIDE) training at the CT Police Academy in Meriden. 
 
On March 27, Sergeant Stephen Corrone and Officer Todd Keeping attended Law Enforcement 
Active Diffusion Strategies (LEADS) training at the Westport Police Department.  The course 
is intended to teach officers recognition of aggression and how not to stimulate aggression in 
individuals with whom they interact.  Conflict avoidance, diffusion and distraction techniques 
and strategies to de-escalate situations are the focus of the course. 
 
On March 31,   Sergeant Peter Howard attended Entry & Basic Training/Physical Fitness 
Testing at the CT Police Academy in Meriden. 
 
Annual week-long Recertification Training at Western Connecticut State University continued 
in March.  All Monroe officers due for POSTC re-certification this year have completed 
mandatory instruction. 
 
Members of the Southwest Regional Emergency Response Team (SWRERT) conducted monthly 
training with the regional team.  
 
The Department canine teams participated in their monthly training with other teams in the 
region. 
 
Officer Christopher Silkman attended monthly Dive Rescue Team training as a member of the 
Trumbull Police Dive Team. 
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STAFFING: 
 
Two patrol officers are on extended disability leave for non-duty related medical causes. 
 
Lieutenant Brian McCauley retired on March 13, 2015 after a career spanning over 27 years to 
accept another law enforcement position with Western Connecticut State University. 
 
The police officer selection process is underway, and a list of viable candidates for background 
investigations has been compiled, with candidates assigned to Detectives. 
 
 
EVENTS OF INTEREST: 
 
On March 28th, a very cold and snowy Saturday, the Department conducted the now annual 
“Plunge at the Park” for Special Olympics Connecticut.  Once again, the coordinator of the 
event, Sergeant Peter Howard, with Officers Todd Keeping and Lieutenant Keith White 
assisting, yielded a financially productive outcome.  Taking the plunge with Sergeant Howard 
were Detective Kelly McFarland and Officers John McAulay, James McColgan and Ryan 
Proulx.  Officer Christopher Silkman donned a cold water rescue suit as a member of the 
Trumbull Police Dive Team to enter the water to assure all people taking the plunge were 
provided a safe experience.  Besides the Trumbull Police Dive Team, the Stepney Volunteer Fire 
Department and Monroe Volunteer EMS were on scene to assist.  The “Plunge” netted 
approximately $10,000 for the charity. 
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