
EDITH WHEELER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  Thursday, February 18, 2016 @ 4pm 
LIBRARY - ROTARY BOARD ROOM 

DRAFT 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gary Thomas @ 4:10 pm 
Present: Chairman Gary Thomas, Vice Chairman Pat Shea, Secretary Erin Passineau, Trustee 
Linda Fracassini, Trustee Kathy Stevens, and Margaret Borchers.   Trustee Emily Serniak and 
Trustee Roberta Weinberg were absent. 
 
II. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Margaret will speak to the police chief to make recommendations about the Apple 
Festival and Strawberry Festival parking situations.  We have not heard from the First 
Selectman about a resolution from Town Hall.   

 
III.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Michelle Turbak, the Children’s Librarian came to speak to us about the responsibilities 
of her job and how we as a board can help her going forward.  She creates, plans, and 
implements over 300 Children’s Programs for the library in addition to her daily 
operating tasks.  Her programs and storytimes are so well-attended and successful, but 
she is in need of more staff to help make the programs even better, and help her with 
daily agenda items that currently get done after hours. The programming in the 
Children’s Department is excellent despite staffing concerns, and draws in large numbers 
of families to the library on a regular basis.  We are so impressed by Michelle’s work!  

B. Pat Shea made a motion to keep the current slate of officers for the library board of 
trustees. Linda seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Gary Thomas will remain 
Chairman, Pat Shea, Vice Chairman, and Erin Passineau Secretary. 

C. We reviewed our current bylaws and found no areas that were in need of editing. 
 
IV. LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

A. All the programs were satisfactory to the board. We clarified the new video lending 
policy. 

 
V.   MINUTES 

A. Erin made a motion to accept the January minutes as presented. Kathy seconded. Pat 
abstained. Motion passed. 

 
VI. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

A. We are satisfied with the financial report.  Margaret plans to schedule some painting and 
carpet cleaning to come out of her utilities budget. 

 
VII. Public Participation 

A.  None 
 



VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
A. Gary shared the highlights of his meeting with Tom Colville from the Chamber of 

Commerce. 
B. We also talked about potential fundraisers: Mini-golf, Christmas in July, Cutest Dog 

contest. 
C. Pat Shea made a motion that we move Public Participation to the top of our agenda, after 

call to order and attendance, to extend a courtesy to those wishing to attend or share at 
the board meeting without having them wait around for the duration. Erin seconded.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
IX. ADJOURNED -  Linda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Pat seconded. Passed 
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned by Gary at 5:24 pm.  The next monthly meeting is 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 4:00pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Erin T. Passineau, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


