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TOWN OF MONROE 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
          
7 Fan Hill Road                                                           Inland Wetlands Office (203) 452-2809  
Monroe, CT 06468                                                           Town Engineer: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E.  

                                         Fax:  (203) 261-6197 
       

  
                MINUTES OF January 14, 2015 

               REGULAR  MEETING 
 

I.  Call To Order: 
 

        The regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission was called to order at 7:08 PM. 
          

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 
(B) Roll Call 
  

Present:  John Bath; Lois Spence ; Jeremy Hayden; Michael Muttitt; Jason Grady; Tanya Bombero, 
Clerk and Scott Schatzlein, Town Engineer/Inland Wetlands Agent 

 
                Absent: Mike Beno 
    

(C) Election of Officers: 
 
1. Chairman: Jeremy Hayden nominated by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by John Bath; passed 

unanimously (4-0; Jeremy Hayden abstained). 
 
2. Vice Chairman:  Mike Beno; nominated by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 

unanimously (5-0).  
 
3. Secretary:  Lois Spence; nominated by John Bath; 2nd by Jeremy Hayden; passed 

unanimously (4-0; Lois Spence abstained). 
 
4. Treasurer:  Jason Grady; nominated by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by Lois Spence; passed 

unanimously (4-0; Jason Grady abstained). 
 

(D) Minutes:  
 

A motion to approve the minutes of 12-10-14 was made by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by Jason Grady; 
passed 5-0.  
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(E) General Public Participation:  None    

 
 

II. Application Determinations:   
 

 IWC-2015-01 505, 509 & 515 Monroe Turnpike /220 Cross Hill Road, regulated activities 
  associated with the construction of  retail building w/drive-thru.  
  TMC New England, LLC 

  
Mr. Schatzlein stated that this application is for a retail/pharmacy and is located on four properties.  
The site is approximately 2.6 acres of which 0.36 acres of upland review area is proposed to be 
disturbed as a result of this project.  Mr. Schatzlein indicated that he will provide his comments upon 
completion to the applicant and Commission.  Attorney for the applicant, Daniel Kleinman, Hinkley, 
Allen & Snyder, LLP, introduced himself and stated that there are no wetlands on this property.  He 
indicated that the activity proposed in the upland review area is associated with drainage, the 
construction of the driveway and roadway modifications.  Mr. Kleinman also reiterated that the 
activities associated with this application will not significantly impact the wetlands.  The Commission 
discussed and a motion was made to hold a public hearing for IWC-2015-01 because the two parcels 
being demolished are gas stations within close proximity to the Beardsley Brook and the activities may 
be of public interest by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by John Bath; passed 5-0. 
 
 

III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission:  NONE 
 

 
IV. Regular Hearings for Permits to Conduct Regulated Activities (No Public Input):  NONE 

 
 

V. Public Hearings:   
 

 IWC-2014-14 285 Cutlers Farm Road, regulated activities associated with the construction of 
two multi-purpose ball fields and an access trail connecting the existing park 
facilities to the west field, Town of Monroe Parks and Recreation Department 

 
Present at Hearing: Frank Cooper, Director, Parks and Recreation Department; Dave Sacco, P.E., TPA 

Design Group 
 

Frank Cooper, Director of the Parks and Recreation Department introduced himself and provided a 
narrative of the proposed project.  He stated that this application is proposing the construction of two 
multi-purpose ball fields with the construction of an access trail connecting the existing park facilities to 
the west field.  Mr. Cooper indicated that the current fields are not designed for the amount of use that 
the fields endure to date and reviewed the issues which are necessitating the construction of the new 
fields.  He explained the extent of the current maintenance activities of the existing fields and reviewed 
the reasons why the addition of two new ball fields will improve the conditions of the current fields.   
 
Dave Sacco, P.E., TPA Design group introduced himself and explained the activities proposed with this 
application.  He reviewed the proposed site plan detailing the locations of the proposed ball fields, 
access way and the construction access way off Park View Lane.  Mr. Sacco presented the grading plan 
noting that the fields were designed with the intention of balancing the cuts and fill in order to 
minimize the need/cost for importing soil.  He explained specifics associated with the relocation of the 
stone wall and respective tree lines.  Mr. Sacco indicated that the construction access for the fields is 
from the cul-de-sac on Park View Land stating that this is currently an access way for Town use.   
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He reviewed the conditions of the access way and reiterated that upon completion of the project the 
area will be restored and planted.  He also described the conditions of the stream crossing.  Mr. Sacco 
stated that the work will be done during the dry season to avoid any unnecessary disturbance within 
the regulated areas during the wet season. 
 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Drainage details of the current and proposed fields 
 Drainage flow through the construction access way and field access path from within the park 
 Location of silt fence on both fields 
 Existing conditions of the construction access way and during the dry and wet seasons. 
 Width of stream crossing in construction access way 
 Construction plan – amount of trips anticipated through stream crossing 
 Specifics relative to the access path to the fields from the park – whether or not the path could 

handle construction vehicles and park maintenance equipment 
 Possibility of paving the access path within the park 
 Whether or not bleachers, field lighting or use of artificial fields are proposed 
 Impact of proposal on parking – concerns about parking on Park View Lane 
 Existing conditions of the current overflow parking lot and possible improvements 
 Whether or not test pits were done 
 Restoration of stone wall at the end of Park View Lane upon completion of project – 

replacement of chain 
 

Tanya Bombero presented exhibits one through ten for the record.  Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his 
comments to ensure all items have been or still need to be addressed.  There were public comments 
concerning the following: 
 

 Erik Lindstrom, 41 Park View Lane:  Concerned about the construction access way on Park View 
Lane and wondered if the proposed access path within the park could be used for construction 
access.  Also concerned about possible parking issues on Parkview Lane. 

 Kathy Moravek, 44 Park View Lane:  Concerned about street parking and possible use of access 
path for construction access way.  Indicated that the stream crossing within the construction 
access way is very wet during the fall and spring months. 

 Cathy Lindstrom, 298 Guinea Road:  Concerned about proximity of ball fields and playground 
equipment, estimated timeframe of project construction, timeframe of games, and whether nor 
not the Town access way off Park View Lane can handle emergency vehicles. 

 Kevin Solli, 16 Crown View Drive:  Commented on the access path within the park and noted 
that paving the path would help with erosion issues.  Questioned the cost of the project.  He 
noted for the record that he is a licensed Professional Engineer.  

 
Mr. Cooper addressed the public comments explaining that the project is being funded from a bequest 
from the estate of Lillian Wilton to the Parks and Recreation Department.  He indicated that the project 
should take approximately 3 or 4 months to complete noting that the project will commence during the dry 
season.  He stated that the fields will be used primarily for soccer and not lacrosse or baseball.  Mr. Sacco 
responded to public comments regarding the possible use of the access path within the field for 
construction access as well as the amount of drainage flow and associated concerns.  In addition, Mr. 
Sacco provided closing comments and restated that the application submitted provides the most feasible 
and prudent alternative to protect the wetlands.  The public hearing closed.  
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 IWC-2014-13 5 Victoria Drive, Regulated activities associated with wetland restoration & site 
improvements to existing facility, Victoria Drive Associates, LLC 

 
Present at Hearing:  Mark Christo, property owner; Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC; James 
Cowen, Environmental Planning Services 

 
Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC introduced himself and provided a history of the site indicating 
that the Wetlands Commission approved this property for a nursery use in 2003, and briefly reviewed 
the approved plan.  He presented a history of Google aerials and provided an orientation of the site.  
Mr. Solli stated that the site is accessed off Victoria Drive from Route 25 and is the former L & L 
Evergreen property.  He explained that there are a number of issues on the property that need to be 
addressed and stated that the property has been surveyed and the wetlands delineated by 
Environmental Planning Services, noting that they also worked on the property in 2002.  Mr. Solli 
indicated that upon recent delineation of the wetlands and completion of associated test pits, there are 
a number of areas that have been impacted and need to be remediated.  He reviewed the Wetlands 
Restoration and Grading Plan and explained the labeling convention for the areas that need to be 
remediated.  Mr. Solli indicated that the disturbance from the previous property owner is encroaching 
on abutting properties, which are the Transfer Station and the new site of L & L Evergreen.  He also 
stated that Area E on the restoration plan needs to be remediated; however, the property owner is 
trying to address civil issues/matters relative to that area.  Mr. Solli indicated that the applicant is 
proposing remediation for Areas A through D noting that the property owner is aware that Area E 
needs to be addressed at some point in the future.  Upon the outcome of the civil matters, a definitive 
plan can be proposed.  The property owner would like to complete the permitting process so a tenant 
can occupy the building. 
 
James Cowen, Wetlands Scientist, Environmental Planning Services, introduced himself and reviewed 
his Wetlands Assessment and Soils Report dated 8-24-14.  He discussed the proposed remediation 
measures for the disturbed areas labeled A through D on the Wetlands Restoration and Grading Plan.  
Mr. Cowen also provided specifics regarding the proposed planting plan.  He reviewed details regarding 
the removal of the access way and restoration to that area. 

 
Mr. Solli provided clarification of the differences between the originally submitted plans and the plans 
submitted this evening.  The recently submitted plans include improvements to the parking at the front 
of the building, addition of parking on the side of the building and construction of an outdoor field.  Mr. 
Solli explained site details stating that portions of this property are in the flood plain and floodway.  He 
reviewed the proposed excavation, grading and drainage details.  Mr. Solli explained the utilities 
already available to the existing building. 

 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Possible uses for the outdoor field – training facility for use with camps, groups, etc. & whether 
or not a spectator area will be needed 

 Prevention measures to ensure debris doesn’t enter the wetland area 
 Location and details relative to septic system 
 Process for removing access way 
 Purpose of hatched area on plan (Access Easement) 
 Whether or not lighting is proposed 
 Prevention of encroachment onto abutting properties near remediation labeled “Area E” on plan 
 Septic smell near fan 
 Culvert along side of Pequonnock River 
 Timeline for remediation 
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There were no public comments regarding this application.  Mr. Solli provided closing comments 
reiterating that the applicant is seeking approval for restoration of the areas labeled A through D noting 
that Area E will be addressed upon resolution of the civil matters.  In addition, the proposal includes a 
parking area and outdoor field for recreational use.  He indicated that the applicant would also like a 
tenant to occupy the existing building during the restoration of the regulated areas.  The public hearing 
was continued to the next meeting on 1/28/15 at 7 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers. 

 
 
VI. Violations:  

 
 IWV-2014-25 17 Cheryl Drive 

 
 Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the letter dated 1-5-15 as sent to the property owner requesting attendance at 

the meeting this evening.  Neither the property owner nor a representative came to the meeting.  The 
Commission discussed and requested that the staff contact the property owner and request their 
attendance at the next meeting. 

 
 
VII. Other:  (None) 

 
        ___________________________________ 

 
                                              Deliberation Session 

 
VIII.  Deliberations on completed hearings:  

 
 IWC-2014-14 285 Cutlers Farm Road, regulated activities associated with the construction of 

two multi-purpose ball fields and an access trail connecting the existing park facilities to the west field, 
Town of Monroe Parks and Recreation Department 

 
Present at Hearing:  Jason Grady; Lois Spence; John Bath; Mike Muttitt; Jeremy Hayden 
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to approve application IWC-2014-14 with conditions as the 
Applicant has provided substantial evidence that the proposal represents no adverse impact to the 
wetlands/watercourses and Required application data has been submitted, and subsequent hearing 
testimony and evidence has been provided to adequately document and verify that this 
application/proposal is in compliance with the requirements as set forth by the current Town of Monroe 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and the Inland Wetlands and watercourses Act, 
pursuant to sections 22a-36 to 22a-45 inclusive of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended; 2nd 
by Lois Spence; passed 4-1 . 
 

 (See approval letter at the end of minutes) 
 

IX. Bond Releases and/or Reductions:   
 

 I 11-11 15 Commerce Drive – Bond Release Request 
 
Mr. Schatzlein indicated that the work is complete and the bond can be released.  A motion was made 
by Mike Muttitt to release the bonding associated with application I 11-11; 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 
5-0. 
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 I 13-04  57 Jockey Hollow Road – Bond Release Request 
 
Jeremy Hayden recused himself. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the bond inspection report.  He indicated that the approval letter requires a 
three monitoring period to aid with plant survival and monitor invasive species, noting that the three 
year period is not up until May 2016.  The Commission discussed and agreed to reduce the bond.   
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to reduce the bond associated with application I 13-04 from 
$11,000 to $6,000; 2nd by John Bath; passed 5-0. 
 
 I 05-10 470 & 484 Monroe Turnpike – Bond Release Request 
 
Jeremy Hayden returned to the meeting (approximately 10:46 p.m.) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the bond inspection report.  The Commission discussed.  A motion was made 
by Lois Spence to release the bonding associated with application I 05-10; 2nd by Mike Muttitt; passed 
5-0. 

 
 

X. Time Extensions:  None 
 
 
XI.  IWC Agent Activities/Reports:     
 
              General Permits:     

1. 34 Sleepy Hollow Drive – generator installation 
 
  Agent Approvals:  (None)     
 

Permitted Uses As of Right:   
1. Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C))  
 
 
XII. Violations:   

 
 Discussions on Completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda - None 

  
 Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues - None 

 
 3 Sweetbrier Lane – review soils report 

 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the Soils Report dated 12-22-14 by Aleksandra Moch as provided to the 
Commission prior to the meeting.  The Commission discussed and determined that an application 
for remediation should be submitted within 60 days.   
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XIII. General Discussion/Other:   
 

 IWC-2014-07  50 Cambridge Drive & 496 Pepper Street – proposed modification 
 

Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the letter dated 1-14-15 from William Carboni, P.E., Spath-Bjorklund 
Associates, Inc., requesting a modification of their approval to permit the driveway section near the 
wetland area to have a 24 foot driveway width with 1 foot shoulders in lieu of the 22 foot width with 2 
foot shoulders.  The Commission discussed.  A motion was made to approve the modification of the 
wetland crossing by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by John Bath; passed 5-0. 

 
 
XIV.    Correspondence:   
 

 Northeast Utilities Notification – maintenance by CL&P 
 

Tabled to the next meeting due to the late hour. 
 

 
XV. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by John Bath, 2nd by Lois Spence; passed 5-0.   
 
           Adjourned at 11:10 PM 
  
NOTE: 

 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission.  
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a 

transcript of this meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website www.monroect.org.  Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland.  Choose meeting minutes from the left column. 
      
Date of Approval:  2-11-15   
 
 
PENDING: 
 
The following items were listed with this meeting’s Agenda as “Pending”:  None 
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