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TOWN OF MONROE 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
          
7 Fan Hill Road                                                           Inland Wetlands Office (203) 452-2809  
Monroe, CT 06468                                                           Town Engineer: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E.  

                                         Fax:  (203) 261-6197 
       

   
                MINUTES OF February 11, 2015 

               REGULAR MEETING 
 

I.  Call To Order: 
 

        The regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission was called to order at 7:07 PM. 
          

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 
(B) Roll Call 
  

Present:  John Bath (arrived 7:11 p.m.); Lois Spence ; Jeremy Hayden; Mike Beno; Michael Muttitt; 
Jason Grady; Tanya Bombero, Clerk and Scott Schatzlein, Town Engineer/Inland Wetlands 
Agent 

 
                Absent: None 
    

(C) Minutes:  
 

A motion to approve the minutes of 01-14-15 was made by Jason Grady; 2nd by Mike Muttitt; 
passed 6-0.  
 

(D) General Public Participation:  (None)    
 
 

II. Application Determinations:   
 

 IWC-2015-02 288 Monroe Turnpike, regulated activities associated with construction of 
proposed daycare center, driveway, parking, utilities & associated site 
improvements, Gary Brown 

 
Mr. Schatzlein explained that this application was submitted late afternoon yesterday and comments 
will be provided upon completion.  He indicated that the application proposes a daycare center and 
associated site improvements.  Mr. Schatzlein stated that there are wetlands on the abutting parcel but 
the upland review area extends onto this property.  He presented application details indicating that this 
site is approximately 2.27 acres of which there are no wetlands and 0.59 acres of upland review area 
on the property.  There is 0.52 acres of upland review area disturbance proposed.  The Commission 
discussed.  A motion was made to hold a public hearing for application IWC-2015-02 as it may be of 
public interest by Lois Spence; 2nd Mike Muttitt; passed 6-0. 
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III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission:  (None) 
 

 
IV. Regular Hearings for Permits to Conduct Regulated Activities (No Public Input):  (None) 

 
 

V. Public Hearings:   
 

 IWC-2014-13 5 Victoria Drive, Regulated activities associated with wetland restoration & site 
improvements to existing facility, Victoria Drive Associates, LLC (reconvened 
from 1/14/15) 

 
Present at Hearing:  Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC; James Cowen, Environmental Planning 
Services 

 
Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC introduced himself as well as James Cowen, Environmental 
Planning Services, and stated that this hearing was continued from the last meeting on 1/14/15.  He 
stated that during the last hearing he submitted revised plans in response to the Town Engineer’s 
Comments.  Mr. Solli reviewed the revisions to the site plans noting that they were minor in nature and 
did not change the layout.  He indicated that the additional buffer plantings were enhanced in the 
areas of the proposed field, along the riparian corridor of the Pequonnock River and inside the water 
quality basin.          

 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Amount of useable land on the property in the vicinity of Restoration Area E necessitating the 
need to keep roadway access to said area. 

 Intentions for Restoration Area E – post performance bond and mitigate at a later date upon 
resolution of civil matters. 

 Amount of test holes completed near Restoration Area E – approximate amount of fill placed in 
that area. 

 Possible elimination of culvert near Restoration Area C. 
 Soccer field will be seeded – no artificial turf is proposed. 
 Restoration proposed in the upland review area – area will be seeded with native meadow 

mixes. 
 Whether or not there is enough of a buffer between the wetland and upland review areas. 
 Preventing vehicular access behind the ball field – possible use of barrier/gate/sign. 
 Details regarding invasive maintenance plan and follow-up monitoring period to ensure 

plantings survive. 
 Specifics regarding Flood Plain Restoration Area B – flood storage capacity. 
 Possible siltation devices to be used along the corridor that is proposed to be removed – silt 

socks or hay bales.  
 Comments from Trumbull Monroe Health District. 

 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his comments to ensure all items have been or will be addressed.  Tanya 
Bombero listed exhibits one through sixteen for the record noting that exhibit number fifteen is a 
duplicate.  There were no public comments in favor of, in opposition to, or of a general nature 
regarding this application.  Mr. Solli provided closing comments reiterating that this application 
presents no adverse impact to the wetlands and improves the regulated areas that were disturbed by 
the previous property owner.  The public hearing closed.  
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 IWC-2015-01 505, 509 & 515 Monroe Turnpike /220 Cross Hill Road, regulated activities 
  associated with the construction of retail building w/drive-thru.  
  TMC New England, LLC 

 
Present at Hearing:  Paul Vitaliano, P.E., VHB - Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.;  Jeff Peterson, Soil 
Scientist, VHB; Daniel Kleinman, Esq., Hinkley, Allen & Snyder, LLP; Barrett Smith, CPG, Ransom 
Consulting, Inc. 

 
Attorney Daniel Kleinman, Hinkley, Allen & Snyder, LLP, introduced himself as well as the other 
members of the project team which include Paul Vitaliano, P.E., VHB - Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., 
Project Manager, Jeff Peterson, Soil Scientist, VHB, and Barrett Smith, CPG, Ransom Consulting, Inc., 
Hydrogeologist.  Attorney Kleinman stated that this application is for the construction of 12,830 square 
foot CVS retail pharmacy with a drive-thru window.  He explained that the site is comprised of four 
properties, 505, 509, and 515 Monroe Turnpike and 220 Cross Hill Road.  Attorney Kleinman explained 
that this project will not have any direct wetland impact as there are no wetlands on the property.  He 
indicated that the proposed roadway modifications to Monroe Turnpike, the driveway and drainage 
system are located within the upland review area. 
 
Paul Vitaliano, P.E., introduced himself and reviewed the site and provided an orientation of the four 
properties.  He identified the locations of the wetlands on the abutting property as well as the upland 
review area.  Mr. Vitaliano detailed specifics regarding the drainage system proposed with the project.  
He reviewed the location of the access drive and indicated that the project is reducing the amount of 
impervious surface within the upland review area by approximately half. 
 
Barrett Smith, Hydrogeologist, Barrett Smith, CPG, Ransom Consulting, Inc., introduced himself and 
provided an overview of the tank removal process at both service stations and discussed the residual 
impacts on the soil.  He indicated that the Fire Marshal oversees the process of removing the tanks.   
 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Obtaining confirmation from Connecticut D.O.T. regarding drainage into the catch basins on 
Monroe Turnpike. 

 Demo plan and process for removal of gas tanks near regulated areas. 
 Drainage piping – all piping will be new and old piping will be removed. 
 Erosion and sedimentation control measures. 
 Possibility of installing a fence as a buffer to prevent debris from getting into the water quality 

basin. 
 Possible snow stock pile locations. 
 Whether or not the site is considered to be a brownfield. 

 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his comments to ensure the outstanding items will be addressed.  Tanya 
Bombero listed exhibits one through nine for the record.  There were public comments regarding the 
application from Franklin Machalowski, 216 Cross Hill Road: concerned about drainage from the subject 
properties, possible piping issues and flooding concerns; Mr. Schatzlein read comments dated 2-11-15 
into the record from David D’Ausilio, 508-518 Monroe Turnpike: concerned about potential 
environmental impacts on residential wells in the area during tank removal process from the two 
service stations and ground water disturbance – flooding concerns during storms. 
 
Attorney Kleinman provided comments and indicated that he would like to keep the public hearing 
open to address the outstanding items.  The public hearing will reconvene on 2/25/15 at 7 p.m., 
Monroe Town Hall, 7 Fan Hill Road, Monroe, CT. 
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VI. Violations:  

 
 IWV-2014-25 17 Cheryl Drive 

 
 Present at Meeting:  Tom and Mary Lanese, property owners 
 

Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the violations, reviewed photos of the site and explained that a 
complaint came in from a neighbor indicating that the property owners were clearing trees.  He stated 
that there were portions of the upland review area that were cleared of trees and there is disturbance 
within the conservation easement.  In addition, there are non-permitted structures within the upland 
review area.  Mary Lanese, property owner, and Tom Lanese were present at the meeting.  Ms. Lanese 
explained that she hired a tree company to remove the dead and fallen trees from certain areas of her 
property as they fell and blocked her driveway or fell in the pond causing flooding issues.  She 
explained that a few years back she had the dam/retaining wall rebuilt.  She stated that she wasn’t 
removing the trees to clear the property but just to prevent potentially hazardous issues.  Ms. Lanese 
said that it is her intent to remove a few more trees that could fall on her house and is will obtain a 
permit to conduct the work.  The Commission thanked Ms. Lanese for her attendance and indicated 
she would receive a letter in the mail with the decision of the Commission on how to proceed. 

 
 
VII. Other:  (None) 

 
        ___________________________________ 

 
                                              Deliberation Session 

 
VIII.  Deliberations on completed hearings:  

 
 IWC-2014-13 5 Victoria Drive, Regulated activities associated with wetland restoration & site 

improvements to existing facility, Victoria Drive Associates, LLC 
 

Present at Hearing:  Mike Beno; Mike Muttitt; Jeremy Hayden; Lois Spence; John Bath; Jason Grady 
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to approve application IWC-2014-13 with conditions as the 
applicant has presented expert evidence that the activities as proposed in this application pose no 
adverse impact to the regulated areas and improve the existing conditions of the site; and this 
application/proposal is in compliance with the requirements as set forth by the current Town of Monroe 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, 
pursuant to sections 22a-36 to 22a-45 inclusive of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended; 2nd 
by Jason Grady; passed 6-0. 

  
(See approval letter at the end of minutes) 

 
 

IX. Bond Releases and/or Reductions:  (None) 
 
 

X. Time Extensions:  None 
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XI.  IWC Agent Activities/Reports:     
 
              General Permits:  (None)   

 
  Agent Approvals:  (None)     
 

Permitted Uses As of Right:   
1. Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C))  
 
 
XII. Violations:   

 
 Discussions on Completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda - None 

  
 Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues 
  

o 96 Gaybower Road 
Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the disturbance in the regulated areas of the property – 
clearing and filling of wetland and upland review areas, extension of drainage piping without 
approval, and there is a shed located in a regulated area without approval.  He reviewed the 
overlay map provided by staff depicting the regulated areas and approximate limits of the 
disturbance.  The Commission discussed and determined that a Notice of Violation should be 
filed on the land records and sent to the property owner requesting their attendance at a future 
meeting. 
 
o 290 Pastors Walk 
Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the disturbance in the regulated areas of the property 
and provided photos for the Commission to review.  The Commission discussed and determined 
that a Notice of Violation should be filed on the land records and sent to the property owner 
requesting their attendance at a future meeting. 
 
o 68 East Village Road 
Mr. Schatzlein provided a history of this violation for the Commission explaining that this matter 
had been discussed with the Commission a while ago – wood chips and debris piles located in 
the upland review area along the driveway as well as piles of fill in and around the wetlands.  
He explained that the wetlands enforcement officer, Dave McCollum, is in the process of 
addressing and following up on past violations that have not been resolved.  Mr. Schatzlein 
indicated that the office received an email dated 12/18/14 from property owner, Cliff Cuseo 
regarding the issues and inquiring about why his file has not been closed out.  The Commission 
discussed and determined that the violation should be left open and inspections should be 
conducted from off-site every six months to keep a record of the status. 

 
 

XIII. General Discussion/Other:  (None) 
 
 
XIV.    Correspondence:  Secretary Spence reviewed the correspondence received. 
 

 Northeast Utilities Notification – maintenance by CL&P 
 84 Jockey Hollow Road – D.E.E.P. Pesticide Permit Application 
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XV. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Mike Muttitt, 2nd by John Bath; passed 6-0.   
 
           Adjourned at 10:37 PM 
  
NOTE: 

 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission.  
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a 

transcript of this meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website www.monroect.org.  Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland.  Choose meeting minutes from the left column. 
      
Date of Approval:  2-25-15 IWC Meeting 
 
 
PENDING: 
 
The following items were listed with this meeting’s Agenda as “Pending”:  None 
 














