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TOWN OF MONROE 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
          
7 Fan Hill Road                                                           Inland Wetlands Office (203) 452-2809  
Monroe, CT 06468                                                           Town Engineer: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E.  

                                         Fax:  (203) 261-6197 
       

   
                MINUTES OF July 22, 2015 

               REGULAR MEETING 
 

I.  Call To Order: 
 

        The regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission was called to order at 7:10 PM. 
          

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 
(B) Roll Call 
  

 Present:  Jeremy Hayden; Mike Beno; Michael Muttitt; Jason Grady; John Bath;  
Tanya Bombero, Clerk and Scott Schatzlein, Town Engineer/Inland Wetlands Agent 

 
                Absent: Lois Spence 
    

(C) Recess Regular Meeting and Convene to Executive Session 
207 Spring Hill Road – Pending Claims or Pending Litigation – The Commission may require an 
Executive Session pursuant to 1-200(6) (B) to obtain an update on litigation and discuss strategy 
relative to the aforementioned matter.  Required attendance shall be restricted to Commission 
Members, also invited to attend will be the Town Inland Wetlands Agent, Scott Schatzlein and the 
Town’s Counsel, Jack Fracassini. 
 
Chairman Hayden advised the Commission that Town Counsel could not attend the meeting this 
evening.  Commission discussed and agreed not to enter into Executive Session. 
 

(D) Minutes:  
 

A motion to approve the minutes of 6-24-15 was made by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by John Bath; passed 4-
0 (Mike Beno abstained).  
 

(E) General Public Participation:  (None)  
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II. Application Hearing Determinations (determination of the type of hearing only):   
 

 IWC-2015-09 224 Guinea Road, regulated activities associated with the removal of fill and 
installation of plantings within a wetland area to remediate previous disturbance, 
Ferreira  

 
Mr. Schatzlein explained this application is being submitted to remediate a wetlands violation which 
includes filling a wetland area.  He provided a brief history of the violation for the Commission and 
indicated that he will provide his comments upon completion.  Mr. Schatzlein presented application 
details indicating that the overall project site is 4.09 acres of which there are 0.25 acres of wetlands 
and 2.26 acres of upland review area.  There is 0.14 acres of wetland disturbance proposed and 0.09 
acres of upland review area disturbance proposed.  There is 980 cubic yards of fill proposed to be 
removed.  The Commission discussed whether or not this application should be heard through the 
regular or public hearing process.  A motion was made to hold a regular hearing for application IWC-
2015-09 by John Bath as there isn’t significant public interest; 2nd by Mike Beno; motion fails on 2-3 
vote.  A public hearing will be held for this application. 
   
 IWC-2015-10 448 Pepper Street, regulated activities associated with the expansion of a 40,000 

sf industrial building (over three phases) and associated grading, driveway, 
parking & installation of stormwater management system, Really Good Stuff 

 
Mr. Schatzlein provided a brief history of this property and reviewed the prior wetlands approvals.  He 
indicated that this application is to expand the industrial building and complete site improvements over 
a period of three phases.  He also noted that the applicant is trying to get the work done prior to the 
beginning of the school year.  Mr. Schatzlein stated that he will provide his comments upon completion.  
He presented application details indicating that the overall project site is 16.22 acres of which there are 
2.4 acres of wetlands and 16.20 acres of upland review area.  There is zero wetland disturbance 
proposed and 5.3 acres of upland review area disturbance proposed.  The Commission discussed.  A 
motion was made to hold a public hearing for application IWC-2015-10 by Mike Beno as there is 
proposed impact within a regulated area and may be of public interest; 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 5-
0. 

 
 IWC-2015-11  64 Cambridge Drive, subdivision referral for resubdivision of property and 

regulated activities associated with the construction of additional roadway, 
driveway, with associated grading, utilities and drainage, New England Materials, 
by Kimball Group, LLC 

 
Mr. Schatzlein provided a brief history of this property and it’s orientation within Pepper Street Business 
Park.  He indicated that there are both wetlands and zoning issues that need to be resolved.  Mr. 
Schatzlein stated that this application involves remediation of prior wetlands disturbance, a subdivision 
referral for the proposed resubdivision and modifications to modify the Right of Way to provide for a 
cul-de-sac and driveway entrance onto the property.  Mr. Schatzlein stated that he will provide his 
comments upon completion.  He presented application details indicating that the overall project site is 
52.14 acres of which there are 16.5 acres of wetlands and 19.9 acres of  upland review area.  There is 
zero wetland disturbance proposed and 1.76 acres of upland review area disturbance proposed.  The 
Commission discussed.  A motion was made to hold a public hearing for application IWC-2015-11 by 
Mike Muttitt as property is within a public watershed and may have vernal pools on site; 2nd by John 
Bath; passed 5-0. 
 
 

III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission:  (None) 
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IV. Regular Hearings for Permits to Conduct Regulated Activities (No Public Input):  (None) 
 

 
V. Public Hearings:   

 
 IWC-2015-05 10 Pinnacle Drive, regulated activities associated with the construction of a 

commercial building for industrial use and related site improvements including 
drainage, utilities & installation of septic system , T Smith & Associates, LLC, 
Trevor A. Smith, Member  

 
Present at Hearing:  Alan Shepard, P.E., N.O.K. Associates; Jim McManus, Soil Scientist, JMM Wetland 
Consulting Services, LLC; Trevor Smith, property owner 

  
Alan Shepard, P.E., N.O.K. Associates, introduced himself as well as Jim McManus, Soil Scientist, JMM 
Wetland Consulting Services, LLC.  Mr. Shepard provided an orientation of the site and described the 
existing conditions.  He reviewed the site plan as well as the location of the wetlands system on the 
property and indicated that Mr. McManus could detail the specifics.  In addition, Mr. Shepard reviewed 
the proposed activities within the regulated area and provided specifics relative to grading, drainage 
and stormwater management.  Mr. Shepard stated that the Zoning Variance on the property is still 
valid; however, there are zoning issues that need to be resolved. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein clarified that both he as well as Will Agresta, Town Planner, met with the applicant 
shortly after the submission of this application, to revise the layout of the building as well as address 
the other zoning issues.  He explained that the meeting took place on 5/28/15 and at the time, revised 
plans were supposed to have been submitted to address some of the zoning concerns.  He noted that 
he intended to provide his comments upon receipt of the revised plans, which ended up not being 
submitted.  Mr. Schatzlein indicated that he only found out today that the applicant was going forward 
with the original submission plans. He reviewed his draft comments with the Commission.  Mr. Shepard 
stated that there are legal issues with the property which are being addressed so the Engineering 
portion of the project can move forward. 
 
Mr. Shepard indicated that the applicant intends to use the industrial building for steel fabrication and 
would like to proceed forward with the current layout as it work’s for the functionality of his business, 
noting that he has extensive experience.  Mr. Shepard explained that the site does have grading issues, 
but the activities proposed do not have any direct impact on the wetlands. 
 
Jim McManus, Soil Scientist, JMM Wetland Consulting Services, LLC, introduced himself and reviewed 
his Wetland Assessment dated 7-21-15.  He presented site photos from both 2011 and 2015.  He 
detailed specifics regarding the soil types, drainage flow as well as the functions and values of the 
wetlands.  He stated the proposed activities present no direct impacts to the wetlands and reviewed 
the indirect impacts to the regulated areas as detailed in his report. 
 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Steel fabrication details – types of materials used (MSDS Sheets). 
 Classification of wetlands and types of vegetation present. 
 Impacts of development on wildlife. 
 Wetlands violations on the property. 
 Timeframe of disturbance along the eastern boundary of the property. 
 Contents of the storage containers on the property – a concern that the containers could 

contain hazardous materials. 
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 Location and time of year soil testing occurred.  
 Wetlands flagged in 2011 and whether or not the flags are still present or the wetland area has 

changed. 
 Submission of survey. 
 Whether or not a planting plan will be submitted and invasives will be monitored. 
 Alternatives for development that were considered. 
 Possible issues with septic reserve area. 

 
Tanya Bombero listed Exhibits one through eight for the record.  There weren’t any public comments in 
favor of, in opposition to or of a general nature regarding this application.  Mr. Schatzlein indicated that 
the property is in a public watershed; therefore, notification of application submission needs to be 
provided to the Department of Public Health and Aquarion Water Company.  Mr. Shepard provided 
closing comments and indicated that he would provide copies of the alternative plans for the 
Commission, obtain a copy of the survey and verify the contents of the shed.  The public hearing was 
continued to the next meeting on 8-26-15. 

 
 IWC-2015-06 176 Hammertown Road, regulated activities associated with the removal of silt and 

sedimentation from existing pond, Evan and Cindy Bokor   
 
Present at Hearing:  Alan Shepard, P.E., N.O.K. Associates; Cindy and Evan Bokor, property owners 
 
Alan Shepard, P.E., N.O.K. Associates, introduced himself and the property owners, Cindy and Evan 
Bokor.  He provided and overview of the site and the existing conditions.  He described the current 
conditions of the pond and detailed the process for removing the silt and sediment.  Mr. Shepard also 
reviewed the planting plan. 
 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Watersource for the pond – review of wetland system. 
 Amount of trees to be removed. 
 Stump removal not proposed. 
 Planting plan – size, type and spacing of proposed plantings. 
 Approved limit of lawn (use of Wetland Markers to establish L.O.D.). 
 Continuation of wetlands after Flag 18. 
 Swale detail. 
 Dewatering procedure. 
 Whether or not any material is being removed or brought onto the site. 
 Professional on site during work. 
 Time of year for completion of work. 
 Lacks of submission of survey for proposed work – discussion of stonewall as property line - 

yard is extremely wet. 
 Comments from the Health District. 

 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his comments to ensure all items have been discussed.  Mr. Shepard explained 
the stone wall and the property line noting the limitations imposed by the yard being extremely wet.  
Tanya Bombero listed Exhibits one through six for the record.   
 
The public comments in favor of the application concerned the following:  Evan Bokor, property owner 
– lived in the house for 17 years and the water level in the pond usually remains the same; the 
mosquitoes on the property have gotten worse due to the deteriorating conditions of the pond.   
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George Lawrence, 190 Hammertown Road – neighbor of the Bokor’s that stated the pond used to be 
beautiful and he is pleased that they are restoring the pond back to its natural beauty; not concerned 
about removing the few trees as it makes his view of the pond better. 
 
There were no public comments in opposition to this application or of a general nature.  Mr. Shepard 
provided closing comments.  The public hearing closed. 
  
 IWC-2015-07 16 Sand Bar Road, regulated activities associated with the construction of a single 

family dwelling, driveway, septic system & associated site improvements, Esposito 
(Titan Enterprises)  

 Present at Hearing:  Donald Smith, P.E., 56 Greenwood Circle, Seymour, CT 
 

Donald Smith, P.E., 56 Greenwood Circle, Seymour, CT, introduced himself and stated that he is 
representing the applicant interested in constructing a single family house on this 34 acre property 
along with the associated site improvements.  He explained that installing the driveway and the cross 
culvert will involve filling approximately 1500 +/- square feet of wetland soils.  Mr. Smith detailed the 
process for the driveway and culvert construction and reviewed the drainage and grading details as 
well.   
 
He presented the specifics regarding the construction of the rain garden and the alternatives 
considered.  In addition, Mr. Smith clarified the existing conditions of the property and restoration of 
the areas where the remains of the former structure are located.  He also reviewed access to the 
property from Sand Bar Road and noted that there are zoning matters that need to be resolved, which 
the applicant is currently trying to address.          

 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Driveway conditions relative to plowing – possible erosion of the slope. 
 Effects of the slope on the turtles. 
 NDDB Determination Report – Eastern Box Turtles & protection strategies. 
 Whether or not the ConnSoil report considered the effects on wildlife. 
 Planting Plan specifics and invasive monitoring – concerns about the type of fill being brought in 

to complete the driveway. 
 Possibility of blasting. 
 Relocation of the stonewall rather than demolishing and removing from the site. 

 
Tanya Bombero listed Exhibits one through fourteen for the record.  The Commission discussed the 
Eastern Box Turtle and whether or not it is necessary to acquire additional information.  Mr. Schatzlein 
reviewed his comments to ensure all items have been or will be addressed.  There were not any public 
comments in favor of, in opposition to, or of a general nature regarding this application.  Mr. Smith 
provided closing comments and indicated that the proposed development does not provide any adverse 
impact to the wetlands.  He also stated that time is of the essence for the applicant and he would 
prefer to close the hearing.  The Commission discussed their final thoughts on the application.  The 
public hearing closed. 
 
 IWC-2015-08 500 Pepper Street, regulated activities associated with the construction of a 

commercial building, driveway & parking, utilities & associated site improvements, 
Carrubba, Inc.  

 
Present at Hearing:  Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC; James Cowen, Soil Scientist, 
Environmental Planning Services; Tom Cerreta, Carrubba, Inc. 
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Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC, introduced himself as well as James Cowen, Soil Scientist, 
Environmental Planning Services, and stated that they are representing the applicant, Carrubba, Inc., 
which is a company that makes fragrance products with offices presently located in Milford, CT.  He 
referenced that the owner of the facility is a Monroe Resident and is looking forward to bringing his 
business into Town.  He indicated that this application is for the construction of a 38,000 square foot 
building which will encompass office, manufacturing and warehouse space.  Mr. Solli provided an 
orientation of the site within Pepper Street Business Park.  He indicated that this site received an 
approval in 2011 by a company called Anmar, but the project never moved forward.  Mr. Solli provided 
site details regarding access to the property noting that the site is being developed based on the 
proposed future improvements to Pepper Street.  He detailed specifics regarding the drainage and 
underground detention system as well the storm water quality measures.  Mention was made of 
possibly relocating the drainage easement to modify the width.  Mr. Solli explained the erosion and 
sedimentation control measures and noted that all utilities are underground.  He indicated that there is 
adequate buffer around the wetland area.  In addition, Mr. Solli explained the parking and number of 
deferred spaces.  During discussions, the spill process and use of the drainage tanks were clarified.  
Mr. Solli mentioned that the list of chemicals was provided to the Commission in the original submission 
of the application stating that the company has an excellent record of no spills.   
 
James Cowen, Soil Scientist, Environmental Planning Services, reviewed the proposed planting plan and 
indicated that additional buffer plantings were added to accentuate the buffer.  He also presented the 
planting list.  Mr. Cowen reviewed the hydrology of the area noting that the site is relatively flat.  The 
Commission questioned whether or not any blasting would occur and he indicated there would be some 
blasting, but it shouldn’t affect the wetland area due to the location.  In addition, the Commission 
inquired about the effects of development on wildlife.  Mr. Cowen clarified that a wildlife study was not 
done for this property but was completed for the business park.      

 
There were discussions with the Commission regarding the following: 
 

 Details of the septic system and location of the septic reserve area. 
 Flow of drainage on the property. 
 Wetland delineation in relation to the stone wall. 
 Details of the lighting plan. 
 Location of dumpster enclosure. 
 Perimeter fence around the property and swing gates at the entrance. 
 Pruning of trees/plantings along the road to improve the line of sight. 
 Invasive monitoring – concerns particularly during time of pruning. 
 Possibility of future development towards the rear portion of the property. 
 

Tanya Bombero listed exhibits one through eleven for the record.  Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his 
comments to ensure all items have been addressed.  There were not any public comments in favor of, 
in opposition to, or of a general nature regarding this application.  Mr. Solli provided closing comments 
indicating that the application does not have any adverse impact to the regulated areas.  The public 
hearing closed. 
 
 

VI. Violations:  (None) 
 
 
VII. Other:  (None) 
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        ___________________________________ 
 
                                              Deliberation Session 

 
VII. Deliberations on completed hearings:    

 
 IWC-2015-06 176 Hammertown Road, regulated activities associated with the removal of silt and 

sedimentation from existing pond, Evan and Cindy Bokor   
 
Present at Hearing:  Jeremy Hayden; Mike Beno; Mike Muttitt; John Bath; Jason Grady 
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to approve application IWC-2015-06 with conditions as the 
proposal represents no adverse impact to the regulated areas; is in compliance with the requirements 
as set forth by the current Town of Monroe Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and the 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, pursuant to sections 22a-36 to 22a-45 inclusive of the 
Connecticut General Statutes as amended; and restores and improves the pond; 2nd by Mike Beno; 
passed 5-0. 

 
(See Approval Letter at the end of minutes.) 

 
 IWC-2015-07 16 Sand Bar Road, regulated activities associated with the construction of a single 

family dwelling, driveway, septic system & associated site improvements, Esposito 
(Titan Enterprises)  

 
Present at Hearing:  Jeremy Hayden; Mike Beno; Mike Muttitt; John Bath; Jason Grady 
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to approve application IWC-2015-07 with conditions as the 
proposal represents the most feasible and prudent alternative for development on the property; 2nd by 
Jason Grady; passed 5-0. 

 
(See Approval Letter at the end of minutes.) 

 
 IWC-2015-08 500 Pepper Street, regulated activities associated with the construction of a 

commercial building, driveway & parking, utilities & associated site improvements, 
Carrubba, Inc.  

 
Present at Hearing:  Jeremy Hayden; Mike Beno; Mike Muttitt; John Bath; Jason Grady 
 
A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to approve application IWC-2015-08 with conditions as the 
applicant has provided uncontradicted expert testimony that the proposal represents no adverse impact 
to the regulated areas; 2nd by Mike Beno; passed 5-0. 

 
(See Approval Letter at the end of minutes.) 

 
 

VIII. Bond Releases and/or Reductions:   
 

 I 05-7  123 Riding Ridge Road – Subdivision Bond Release 
 
Mr. Schatzlein explained that this application was for a two lot subdivision and bonds were required by 
both the Inland Wetlands and Planning and Zoning Commissions.   

  



Minutes 7-22-15                                                                          Page 8 of 9   

 
 
He stated that the developer sold the lots and didn’t notify either Commission of the permit transfer 
and made the buyer of one of the lots post a $2,000 bond.  That buyer owned the lot for a few years 
and then sold it to the new buyer.  Mr. Schatzlein indicated that the new buyer posted the $2,000 
bond to replace the bond of the previous owner.  He reminded the Commission that at the last 
meeting he brought a plan before them to review the plantings on that property for which the bond 
was replaced/posted.  Mr. Schatzlein stated that the other lot next door was required to install 
plantings as well; however, the plantings were never done and a bond was never posted.  He 
indicated that the bond for this lot should have been posted by the original developer years ago.  
Currently, Mr. Schatzlein stated that the previous owner of the lot where the bond was replaced would 
like to get his bond back.  The Commission discussed.  A motion was made by Mike Muttitt to release 
the previous property owner’s bond as it has been replaced by the current property owner; 2nd by 
John Bath; passed 5-0.  
  
 

IX. Time Extensions:  (None) 
 

 
X.  IWC Agent Activities/Reports:     
 
              General Permits:     

1. 266 Wheeler Road – drainage improvements and rebuild existing deck and expand to 14’x20’ 
 
  Agent Approvals:   (None)    
1. 235 Cutlers Farm Road (Senior Center) – alteration to dumpster enclosure and placement of 

prefabricated shed 
2. 30 Tulip Drive – installation of above ground pool with deck and permit existing shed 
3. 54 Crescent Place – replace existing structure/cottage 

 
Permitted Uses As of Right:   
1. Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C))  
 
 
XI. Violations:   

 
 Discussions on Completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda  
 Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues – (None) 
 Pending 

o V08-01 (742 Main Street) 
Discussion of the site inspections tabled to a future meeting due to the late hour. 

 
o IWV-2014-08 (88 Elm Street) 
Discussion of the site inspections tabled to a future meeting due to the late hour. 

 
o V12-10 (720 Main Street)  
Discussion of the site inspections tabled to a future meeting due to the late hour. 
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XII. General Discussion/Other:   
 

 50 Cambridge Drive – storage area (limit of disturbance exceeded)  
Mr. Schatzlein stated that a preconstruction meeting was held for this project, which is Axel Plastics.  
He indicated that they used some of their property by Cambridge Drive as a staging area for their 
metal building materials, which has extended upon the approved limit of disturbance.  Mr. Schatzlein 
stated that the staging area is located within the upland review area and was already previously 
disturbed.  Ultimately said area needs to be restored anyway.  He stated that this area is located on 
the side of proposed development away from the wetlands.  The Commission discussed and 
determined that a letter should be sent to the applicant indicating that the area needs to be restored 
upon completion of development and no further expansion beyond the limit of disturbance is 
permitted. 

 
 
XIV.    Correspondence:  (None) 
 
 
XV. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Mike Muttitt, 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 5-0.   
 
           Adjourned at 11:30 PM 
  
NOTE: 

 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission.  
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a 

transcript of this meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website www.monroect.org.  Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland.  Choose meeting minutes from the left column. 
      
Date of Approval: 8-26-15 
 
 
PENDING: 
 
The following items were listed with this meeting’s Agenda as “Pending”:  (None)   
 
 
































