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Town of Monroe 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
          
7 Fan Hill Road                                                           Inland Wetlands Office (203) 452-2809  
Monroe, CT 06468                                                           Town Engineer: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E.  

                                         Fax:  (203) 261-6197 
       

  
                MINUTES OF August 26, 2015 

               REGULAR MEETING 
 

I.  Call To Order: 
 

        The regular meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission was called to order at 7:06 PM. 
          

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 
(B) Roll Call 
  

Present:  Lois Spence; Jeremy Hayden (arrived 7:26 p.m.); Mike Beno; Michael Muttitt; Jason 
Grady; John Bath; Tanya Bombero, Clerk and Scott Schatzlein, Town Engineer/Inland 
Wetlands Agent 

 
                Absent: None 
    

(C) Minutes:  
 

A motion to approve the minutes of 7-22-15 was made by Mike Muttitt; 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 
4-0 (Lois Spence abstained).  
 

(D) General Public Participation:  None    
 
 

II. Application Hearing Determinations (determination of the type of hearing only):  (None) 
 

 
III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission:  (None) 
 

 
IV. Regular Hearings for Permits to Conduct Regulated Activities (No Public Input):  (None) 
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V. Public Hearings:   
 

• IWC-2015-05 10 Pinnacle Drive, regulated activities associated with the construction of a 
commercial building for industrial use and related site improvements including 
drainage, utilities & installation of septic system , T Smith & Associates, LLC, 
Trevor A. Smith, Member (adjourned on 7/22/15; scheduled to reconvene on 
9/9/15 per applicant’s request) 

 
 Mr. Schatzlein read a letter dated 8-25-15 by Attorney Daniel Shepro, applicant’s representative, 

granting the Commission an extension to reconvene the public hearing at the next meeting on 9/9/15. 
 

• IWC-2015-10 448 Pepper Street, regulated activities associated with the expansion of a 40,000 
sf industrial building (over three phases) and associated grading, driveway, 
parking & installation of stormwater management system, Really Good Stuff 

 
Present at Hearing:  Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC; James Cowen, Soil Scientist, 
Environmental Planning Services 
 
Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC, introduced himself and stated that this application is for a 
39,340 sq expansion to an existing industrial building to be completed in three phases.  The first phase 
proposes a 10,000 square foot footprint two-story building expansion to the first floor including 
parking, sidewalks and drive aisles.  He explained that the existing detention system will be expanded 
and an underground detention system will be installed.  The second phase proposes to include 
associated parking, sidewalks and drive aisles associated with the second floor.  It also includes the 
expansion of the underground detention system.  Phase three proposes a 19,340 sf two-story 
expansion next to the phase one and phase two expansion with associated parking and drive aisles.  
This also proposes to expand the underground detention system proposed in phase two.  Mr. Solli 
detailed specifics regarding the grading, drainage and stormwater quality measures in place for each 
respective phase.  He provided clarification regarding the modifications to the underground detention 
system throughout each phase as well as the erosion and sedimentation control measures.   
 
Jeremy Hayden entered the meeting at 7:26 p.m.. 
 
Mr. Solli provided an orientation of the site through review of the plans and gave details regarding 
same.  He reviewed site access and also indicated that the plan includes the future improvements to 
Pepper Street.  In addition, Mr. Solli presented details relative to the location of the septic system and 
reserve area due to the increase in flow noting that phase three would require approval from the state. 
 
There were discussions with the Commission associated with all three phases of the project concerning 
the following: 
 

• Amount of time between project phases 
• Stormwater runoff discharge areas 
• Relocation of any disturbed stonewalls 
• Stone check dam details 
• Lighting plan 
• Height of the retaining walls 
• Approximate amount of acreage within the upland review area to be deforested 
• Blasting – no blasting proposed 
• Truck turnaround access 
• Effects of tree removal on water temperature near the wetlands 
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• Prevention of debris entering wetland area – possible use of fence 
• Test pit data 
• Possible parking alternatives 
• Alternate plans submitted with application 
• Use of IW markers 
• Possible use of millings in the upper parking lot 
• Use of Cape Cod Curbing 
• Vernal pool envelope relative to effects of development 

 
James Cowen, Soil Scientist, Environmental Planning Services, introduced himself and reviewed his 
Wetland Functions and Values Assessment dated 7-21-15.  He presented an aerial photo of the site and 
provided an orientation of the wetland areas.  Mr. Cowen detailed specifics regarding the vernal pools 
and the existing wildlife.  He highlighted the primary functions and values of the wetlands and provided 
an overview of the hydrology and vegetation.  Mr. Cowen also briefly reviewed the proposed planting 
plan.  He reiterated that the application proposes no direct impact to the wetland areas and noted that 
the indirect impacts have been mitigated with the appropriate measures, which he described for the 
Commission.  The Commission had concerns about the effects of development on the vernal pools as 
well as their existing conditions. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed his comments to discuss any outstanding items that need to be addressed.  
Mr. Solli presented the list of proposed modifications that the Commission requested and indicated that 
those items could be included as conditions of approval.  Tanya Bombero listed Exhibits one through 
twelve for the record.  Mr. Solli provided closing comments stating that this application proposes no 
direct impact to the wetlands and incorporates several Best Management Practices.         

 
 
VI. Violations:   

 
• IWV-2014-06 5 Independence Drive 
 
• IWV-2014-07 7 Independence Drive 

 
• IWV-2014-08 124 Enterprise Drive 

 
Kevin Solli, P.E., Solli Engineering, LLC, introduced himself and indicated that he is representing all 
three property owners at 5 and 7 Independence Drive and 124 Enterprise Drive.  He stated that both 
James Cowen and he walked all three properties to assess the existing site conditions.  Mr. Solli said 
the economy has affected the proposed development of all three properties.  He briefly reviewed site 
photos of 5 Independence Drive and explained that this property needs to operate as a construction 
yard noting that it received both Planning and Zoning and Wetlands approvals in 2007, but the building 
was never constructed due to economic downturn.  Mr. Solli stated that he feels all three sites are 
currently stable.  He also explained that he is in the process of having discussions with Will Agresta, 
Planning and Zoning Administrator, regarding the submission of a text amendment application involving 
permitting construction yards in that zoning district.  Mr. Solli indicated that he is seeking help from the 
Commission in establishing a path to bring all three properties in compliance; however, time is needed 
to navigate through the zoning text amendment process prior to the submission of a wetlands 
application.   
 
The Commission discussed and determined an Engineering Inspection Report and respective plan 
should be submitted to the Commission by the 10/14/15 meeting to assess site conditions and propose 
immediate site stabilization and cleanup measures as well as restoration of disturbed areas beyond the 
limits of the approval.   
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In addition, the Commission indicated that they would like to have a full site remediation application 
submitted to the Commission within six months, with the inclusion of future site development, if 
applicable.   
 

 
VII. Other:  (None) 

 
        ___________________________________ 

 
                                              Deliberation Session 

 
VIII.  Deliberations on completed hearings:   

 
 
• IWC-2015-10 448 Pepper Street, regulated activities associated with the expansion of a 40,000 

sf industrial building (over three phases) and associated grading, driveway, 
parking & installation of stormwater management system, Really Good Stuff 

 
Present at Hearing:  Mike Beno, Mike Muttitt, Jeremy Hayden, John Bath, Jason Grady, Lois Spence 
 
A motion was made by Mike Beno to approve application IWC-2015-10 with conditions as the proposal 
is in compliance with the requirements as set forth by the current Town of Monroe Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Regulations and the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act, pursuant to sections 
22a-36 to 22a-45 inclusive of the Connecticut General Statutes as amended; and the application 
proposes no direct impact to the wetlands; 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 6-0. 

 
 (See approval letter at the end of minutes.) 
 
 

IX. Bond Releases and/or Reductions:   
 

• IWPA 04-12 22 Sand Bar Road – bond release request 
 

Mr. Schatzlein briefly reviewed the originally approved plan from the Wetlands Commission and 
indicated that the driveway wasn’t installed according to plan and is located closer to the wetlands.  He 
explained that the inspector stated the current vegetation is dense, but it is impossible to tell how 
many of the proposed plantings were actually installed.  Mr. Schatzlein explained these site issues were 
discovered when inquiries were made into 16 Sand Bar Road, which had an application before the 
Commission last month.  The department realized a C.O. was never issued for the development on 22 
Sand Bar Road and the bond was never released.  The Commission discussed and agreed that the 
completed work associated with the IWC approval for 22 Sand Bar Road is acceptable.  A motion was 
made by John Bath to release the bond associated with application IWPA 06-05; 2nd by Mike Muttitt; 
passed 6-0.  

 
 

X. Time Extensions:   
 

• I 06-05 209 East Village Road – time extension request 
 

Mr. Schatzlein stated that the office received a letter dated 6-1-15 from the estate of the property 
owner requesting a time extension relative to the Wetlands approval for this site.   
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He explained that this approval falls under CGS §22a-42a(g) making the original approval valid for 
nine years with the possibility of attaining a five year extension, validating the approval for a total of 
14 years.  Mr. Schatzlein indicated that this approval would be seeking the remaining four years of the 
extension time.  He stated that this property has some zoning issues relative to the creation of the lot.  
The Commission discussed and requested that the extension approval reference the need to resolve 
the zoning issues noting that the purview of this extension is only relative to Wetlands.  A motion was 
made by Mike Muttitt to grant the final five year extension per State Statute keeping the permit valid 
until 6-21-20 with the understanding that the Commission is not taking any position in regards to the 
zoning issues; 2nd by John Bath; passed 6-0. 
 

 
XI.  IWC Agent Activities/Reports:     
 
              General Permits:     

1. 17 Nickel Place – installation of inground pool 
 
  Agent Approvals:      

1. 39 West Maiden Lane – installation of deck & permit existing shed 
2. 115 Knorr Road – installation of inground pool, propane tank, shed, patio & fencing 
3. 19 Joan Drive – installation of shed 

 
Permitted Uses As of Right:   
1. Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C))  
• DPW Yard – drainage pipe replacement 

 
 
XII. Violations:   

 
• Discussions on Completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda  

• IWV-2014-06 5 Independence Drive 
 

• IWV-2014-07 7 Independence Drive 
 
• IWV-2014-08 124 Enterprise Drive 

 
The Commission discussed and determined an Engineering Inspection Report and respective 
plan relative to all three properties should be submitted to the Commission by the 10/14/15 
meeting to assess site conditions and propose immediate site stabilization measures and 
cleanup as well as restoration of disturbed areas beyond the limits of the approval.  In addition, 
the Commission indicated that they would like to have a full site remediation application 
submitted to the Commission within six months, with the inclusion of future site development, if 
applicable.   

 
• Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues  

o IWV-2015-11 (78 Stanley Road) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the disturbance in the regulated areas of the property – 
unpermitted structures (zoning/wetlands) within a regulated area; storage of building materials 
and hardware within a regulated area; and clearing of land for gardening use and expansion of 
lawn beyond the approved limit of disturbance.  
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Mr. Schatzlein reviewed some photos of the site and a map depicting the limits of disturbance 
within the regulated areas.  The Commission discussed and directed the staff to issue a Notice 
of Violation and request the property owner’s attendance at a future meeting. 
 
o IWV-2015-12 (104 Stanley Road) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the disturbance in the regulated areas of the property – 
unpermitted structures (zoning/wetlands) within a regulated area; filling for construction of a 
paved driveway within a regulated area; unpermitted alteration of the edge of regulated 
wetlands area; and clearing of land beyond the approved limit of disturbance.  Mr. Schatzlein 
reviewed some photos of the site and a map depicting the limits of disturbance within the 
regulated areas.  The Commission discussed and directed the staff to issue a Notice of Violation 
and request the property owner’s attendance at a future meeting. 
 
o IWV-2015-13 (38 Webb Circle) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein provided an overview of the disturbance in the regulated areas of the property – 
unpermitted shed and hutch structures (zoning/wetlands) within a regulated area; planting on 
non-native, invasive species within a regulated area; and unpermitted gardening use within a 
regulated area.  Mr. Schatzlein reviewed some photos of the site and a map depicting the limits 
of disturbance within the regulated areas.  The Commission discussed and directed the staff to 
issue a Notice of Violation and request the property owner’s attendance at a future meeting. 
 

• Pending 
 
Jeremy Hayden recused himself and left the meeting for the evening at 10:50 p.m. 
 

o V-08-01 (742 Main Street) 
 

Mr. Schatzlein provided a brief review of the status of the violation within the resolution process 
indicating that the Commission was going to discuss their site inspections this evening.  Several 
Commission members explained that they could not enter the site to do their inspections as the 
entrance was roped off.  The Commission discussed and agreed that a letter should be sent to 
the property owner and his attorney requesting the property owner’s compliance regarding the 
scheduling of site inspections by Commission members to avoid further enforcement measures. 

 
o IWV-2014-08 (88 Elm Street) 

 
This matter will be tabled for discussion at the next meeting upon completion site inspections 
by the Commission members. 

 
o V12-10 (720 Main Street)  

 
The Commission discussed the findings from their site inspections.  They indicated that the 
debris and junk had been removed from the regulated areas.  In addition, the Commission 
requested that the property owner submit an Agent Approval application which should include 
the placement of wetlands markers at appropriate areas/intervals, and the installation of a 
fence along the northerly property line to prevent further debris from entering the regulated 
areas. 
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XIII. General Discussion/Other:   
 

• IWC-2015-03   3 Sweetbrier Lane 
 

Mr. Schatzlein explained that the work as stipulated in the approval has been completed by the 
property owner in an effort to resolve the wetlands violation.  He stated that Aleksandra Moch, the 
property owner’s soils scientist, is requesting  a waiver of mulching indicating that it might damage 
some of the recently installed wetlands plantings.  The Commission discussed and agreed to waive the 
mulching requirement as stipulated in the original approval, but noted that all other conditions of the 
approval remain in effect. 
 
 

XIV.    Correspondence:   
 

• 84 Jockey Hollow Road (Schwartz Pond) – Pesticide Permit Application 
 

Mr. Schatzlein read the notification of the pesticide permit application for 84 Jockey Hollow Road as 
emailed to the office on 8-3-15 by Lisa Mariakakis, from the Pond and Lake Connection. 

 
• 176 Hammertown Road – clarification of approval conditions 

 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the correspondence received from the property owners of 176 Hammertown 
Road, Evan and Cindy Bokor, dated 8-4-15 and given to the Commission for review prior to the 
meeting.  He indicated that he spoke with the Bokor’s and provided clarification as to the timelines 
associated with addressing the conditions of approval.  Upon completion of the conversation, the 
Bokor’s understood the approval letter and would be moving forward with the process.  

 
 
XV. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Mike Muttitt, 2nd by Jason Grady; passed 5-0.   
 
           Adjourned at 11:10 PM 
  
NOTE: 

• A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
• These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission.  
• These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a 

transcript of this meeting. 
• All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website www.monroect.org.  Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland.  Choose meeting minutes from the left column. 
      
Date of Approval: _________   
 
 

PENDING: 
 
The following items were listed with this meeting’s Agenda as “Pending”:   

 
• IWC-2015-09 224 Guinea Road, regulated activities associated with the removal of fill and installation 

of plantings within a wetland area to remediate previous disturbance , Ferreira (Public 
Hearing tentatively scheduled to begin 9/9/15) 

 

http://www.monroect.org/�
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• IWC-2015-11 64 Cambridge Drive, subdivision referral for resubdivision of property and regulated 

activities associated with the construction of additional roadway, driveway, with 
associated grading, utilities and drainage, New England Materials, by Kimball Group, LLC 
(Public Hearing tentatively scheduled to begin 9/9/15) 

 














