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TOWN OF MONROE 
INLAND WETLANDs cOMMIssION 

 
7 Fan Hill Road Inland Wetlands Department: (203) 452-2809 
Monroe, Connecticut, 06468 Fax: (203) 261-6197 

Inland Wetlands Agent: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E. 
Note: Meetings are Video and Audio Recorded 

 
Minutes of April 13, 2016 

Regular Meeting 
I. Call to Order:  
 

The Regular Meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission (“Commission”) was called to Order at 
7:06 p.m. 
 

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

(B) Roll Call  
 

Present: Michael S. Muttitt, Chairman 
  Jason Grady, Vice-Chairman 
  Peter Oliva, Commissioner 
  James Stewart, P.E., L.S., Commissioner 
   
Absent:  Lois Spence, Secretary 

Meghan Hayden, Esq., Treasurer 
  Ross Mastrorocco, Commissioner   
  
Also Present: Scott Schatzlein, P.E., Land Use Director, Town Engineer, Inland Wetlands Agent 
  Donna Suszynski, Land Use Office Coordinator 
  David McCollum, Inland Wetlands Inspector, Recording Secretary 
 
Chairman Muttitt read the Inland Wetlands Commission Mission Statement. He asked if there 
were any changes to the Commission Meeting Agenda.  Ms. Suszynski and Mr. Schatzlein read 
the changes to the Agenda aloud, which were unanimously accepted. 

 
(C) Inland Wetland Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

- March 23, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion to approve the March 23rd, 2016 Meeting Minutes as drafted made by Jason Grady; 2nd 
by James Stewart. 
 
Vote: 3-0-1 in favor, motion passed 

(E) General Public Participation 



2016-04-13 Meeting Minutes Page 2 of 10 Inland Wetlands Commission 
Monroe, Connecticut 

 

 
Chairman Muttitt polled those publicly attending for Public Participation, of which there was 
none. 

 
II. Application Hearing Determinations: 
 

- IWC-2016-10 15 Owl Hill Road – Remediation of a previously disturbed 
Conservation Easement Area, planting within a Regulated Upland Review Area 
and within a Conservation Easement Area to include mulched bio-filters and 
Conservation Easement Markers, Carrubba 

 
Mr. Schatzlein stated that the Application before the Commission was the result of a previous Notice of 
Violation, an Informal Hearing with the Property Owner, and a subsequent Notice of Determination 
issued to the Property Owner requesting an Application for remediation to be submitted to the 
Commission for review. Mr. Schatzlein added that the overall project site was 1.26 Acres, with 0.275 
Acres of Regulated Wetlands Areas and 0.673 Acres of Regulated Upland Review Area. The Applicant 
indicated that there would be no direct impacts to Regulated Wetlands Areas, but Mr. Schatzlein 
commented that he would like to clarify this with the Applicant, since some the activities proposed were 
taking place within an area that had been assumed to be a Regulated Wetlands Area. The Applicant did 
propose activities within 0.147 Acres of Regulated Upland Review Area. Mr. Schatzlein referred to the 
Violations previously discussed during the Informal Hearing, including encroachment of a yard into a 
Regulated Area and a Conservation Easement, which also extended onto an abutting property. Mr. 
Schatzlein added that the abutting property owner’s signature would need to be added to the 
Application in order for the Hearing to proceed. Mr. Schatzlein described the activities proposed by the 
Applicant. He then asked the Commission for their input and comments so that he could relay them to 
the Applicant.  

 
The Commission and Mr. Schatzlein discussed the following matters relative to the Application 
Hearing Determination: 
 
- the clarification of information provided on the proposed site plans; 
- the area of project scope that extended onto an abutting residential property; 
- the ownership of the abutting residential property 

 
Motion to hold a Public Hearing, based on the existing encroachment, extent of direct impact, and 
activity within a Conservation Easement, made by Peter Oliva; 2nd by Jason Grady 
 
Vote: 4-0-0 in favor; motion passed 

 
III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission: 

 
- IWC-2016-06 716 Wheeler Road – Subdivision of a residential lot for proposed 

construction of a new single family dwelling 
(Regular Hearing reconvened from 03/23/16; Decision Deadline 04/29/16) 

 
Chairman Muttitt stated that this item would be incorporated into the discussions for the 
Regular Hearing Application submitted for this property. 
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IV. Regulated Activities: 
 

(A) Regular Hearings: 
 
- IWC-2016-06 716 Wheeler Road – Subdivision of a residential lot for proposed construction of 

a new single family dwelling 
(Regular Hearing continued from 03/23/16; Decision Deadline 04/29/16) 

 
Mr. Schatzlein stated that the he had received an e-mail from the Applicant's representative, John J. 
Mack, Jr. a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of Connecticut of Stuart Somers Company, LLC 
in Southbury, Connecticut, indicating that the continuation of the Hearing would be postponed until 
the next regularly scheduled meeting. Ms. Suszynski added that the Applicant did not need to 
request an extension for the Hearing to be completed within its scheduled deadline. 
 
Chairman Muttitt stated that this Hearing would be continued on April 27th, 2016. 

 
(B) Public Hearings: 

 
- IWC-2016-01 67/69 Turkey Roost Road, 67 Karen Drive, & 56 Lorraine Drive – 

Remediation of previously disturbed Regulated Area 
(Continued from 03/09/16 Meeting; close Hearing by 04/13/16) 
 

Mr. Schatzlein stated that he had received a letter dated on April 6, 2016 from David S. Bjorklund, a 
licensed engineer in the State of Connecticut of Spath-Bjorklund Associates, LLC in Monroe, 
Connecticut, who was acting as a representative on behalf of the Applicant. Mr. Bjorklund requested 
in that letter a 35 (thirty-five) day extension for the submission of Application materials. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein stated that this item had been included on the Meeting Agenda as a placeholder, and 
that the Public Hearing for this Application would be continued within the timeframe as approved 
by the Commission during their previously scheduled meeting on March 23rd, 2016. 
 
Ms. Suszynski added that May 18th, 2016 was the last day within the approved submission extension 
period for the Application's Public Hearing. She read a letter that was sent in response to the letter 
from the Applicant dated March 23rd, 2016. 

 
- IWC-2016-07 64 West Maiden Lane – Selective clearing, grubbing, topsoil, seed to lawn, 

Dudziec 
(Opening of Public Hearing on 03/23/16; close Hearing by 04/27/16) 

 
Kevin Solli, a licensed Professional Engineer with Solli Engineering, LLC of Monroe, Connecticut, 
introduced himself to the Commission as a representative on behalf of the Application. He 
submitted revised proposed site plans to address the Commission's comments he received during 
the Hearing at the previous Commission Meeting. He provided a brief recap of the Application and 
its contents, and gave an overview presentation of the proposed work. The overview of their 
presentation included the following: 

 
- photography of the rear yard showing existing conditions; 
- detail regarding the proposed limits of tree clearing and the installation of buffer plantings; 
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- proposal to create a bio-filtration swale; 
- proposal to use and plant no-mow seed mix along the edge of the existing pond; 
- identifying trees that were proposed to remain undisturbed from proposed site 

development; 
- proposal to install a floating dock along the waterfront edge of the property; 
- a comparison of the revised site plans as compared to what had been initially presented to 

the Commission; 
- detail specifications for the proposed dock and pipe anchoring; 
- comments as provided from Mr. Schatzlein; 
- the location of an existing water supply well on the property; 
- details regarding an existing shed on the rear of the property; 
- securing a floodplain permit application; 
- the absence of any proposed filling activities 

 
Mr. Solli discussed the following items with Mr. Schatzlein and the Commission: 

 
- the proposed plantings or site work to be located between the no-mow seed mix and the 

waterfront edge of the property; 
- the establishment of an edge-of bank; 
- access to the proposed dock; 
- the proposed mowing of the no-mow seed mix; 
- the conservation of mature trees from being cut as outlined in the proposed site work; 
- the existing understory and the proposal to install additional plantings along the property 

line; 
- the proposed methods to create additional established lawn following mature tree removal; 
- the proposed site restoration bond valued at $7,000. 

 
Ms. Suszynski read the Exhibits 11 – 12.  
 
Chairman Muttitt opened the Hearing to Public Comment, of which there was none. 
 
Polling the Commission hearing no objections, Chairman Muttitt closed the Public Hearing. 

 
 

- IWC-2016-05 1014 Monroe Turnpike – Proposed reconstruction/improvements to Masuk 
High School Field/stadium to include drainage and lighting 
(Open Public Hearing on 04/13/16; Decision Deadline 05/18/16) 

 
Vince McDermott, Senior Vice-President for Landscape Architecture and Planning with Milone & 
MacBroom, Inc. of Cheshire, Connecticut, introduced himself to the Commission as a representative 
on behalf of the Application. He submitted Certified Mail Return Receipts for the Abutter's Notices 
as an Exhibit. He also introduced Matthew Sanford, a registered Soil Scientist and professional 
Wetlands Scientist with Milone and MacBroom, Inc. of Cheshire, Connecticut and Jim Agostine, 
Superintendent of Monroe Public Schools, as additional speakers on behalf of the Application to 
address the proposed impacts to site Regulated Wetlands Areas and Regulated Upland Review 
Areas. Mr. McDermott and Mr. Sanford provided an overview of their presentation, which included 
the following: 
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- a review of existing site conditions including the running track, grandstand structures, bleachers, 
field lights, athletic competition areas, and drainage systems; 

- the proposed re-construction of track infield and resurfacing of existing track, addition of two 
running lanes, four new illuminating lights, relocation of scoreboard, and installation of 
sidewalk. 

- the existing Regulated Wetland Areas and Regulated Upland Review Areas; 
- specifications regarding the proposed field facility improvements; 
- proposed modifications to connect to an existing drainage system; 
- proposed replacement of two field lights to 80' pole lights, and the installation method of same; 
- specifications regarding the artificial playing surface; 
- proposed and existing illumination impacts on Regulated Wetland Areas; 
- existing conditions regarding Hurd's Brook; 
- the location of significant floodplains along Hurd's Brook 
- existing soil conditions; 
- existing flora and understory conditions; 
- specifications regarding the existing drainage systems; 
- proposed sedimentation and erosion controls; 
- comments as addressed from Brian Roach of the Aquarion Water Company, and the subsequent 

response letter from Milone and MacBroom; 
 

Mr. McDermott, Mr. Agostine, and Mr. Sanford discussed the following items with Mr. Schatzlein 
and the Commission: 

 
- additional measures to decrease light penetration within Regulated Wetlands Areas; 
- the proposed levels of artificial lighting required for nighttime televised play; 
- details as noted on the proposed site plans; 
- modifications regarding the proposed temporary drainage system and sedimentation and 

erosion controls; 
- the proposed construction sequence; 
- the rate of percolation for temporary and permanent site runoff 
- details regarding the materials used for the artificial turf field, and the expected lifespan of 

same; 
- concerns regarding the leaching effects of artificial materials; 
- the submission of a Materials Safety Data Sheet as an Exhibit; 
- anticipated construction and completion schedule; 
- temporary and permanent piping materials to be used; 
- the establishment of the proposed additional sprinting lanes; 
- proposals and details regarding track resurfacing, and the grading of the proposed track surface; 
- the thickness of the layering of the artificial turf field; 
- use of irrigation devices; 
- a request to conduct post-installation testing for water quality. 

 
Chairman Muttitt then opened the Hearing to Public Comment. He reviewed the contents of a letter 
from Lois Spence, of 29 Partridge Drive, which included the following: 
 

- the duration of surface disturbance before stabilization; 
- the origins of existing drainpipes; 
- water separation and volume during rain events; 
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- erosion and sediment controls; 
- temporary storm water diversion measures; 
- the use of underground storm galleries and sediment basins; 
- State and Federally listed species within the project area, and the potential impacts to their 

well-being; 
- specifications regarding the proposed fill material;  
- treatment of storm-water from artificial turf field elements; 
- the degrees of air temperature for conditions comparing artificial turf to natural grass; 
- the prevention of thermal loading; 

 
Chairman Muttitt opened the Hearing for additional Public Comment, of which there was none. 
 
Mr. McDermott and Mr. Sanford responded to the questions as stated in Ms. Spence’s letter. They 
submitted materials reports for the proposed artificial turf surface for the Record, as Exhibits. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein commented that he had a few minor items to address with the Applicants, which 
Chairman Muttitt stated could be addressed when the Hearing was continued at the next regularly-
scheduled meeting. 
 
Ms. Suszynski and Mr. Schatzlein read the Exhibits 1 – 16. 
 
Chairman Muttitt affirmed that the Hearing was scheduled for continuation on April 27, 2016. 
 
V. Violations: 
 

- IWV-2015-20 111 Blanket Meadow Road – Second request for 
90 Day extension to address Violation issues and submit an 
Application, Souza 
 

Mr. Schatzlein reviewed a letter dated March 31st, 2016 received by the Inland Wetlands 
Department on April 5th, 2016 from Cohen & Wolf, P.C. The letter stated that they were 
representing the property owner, who was in the process of engaging appropriate professionals 
to assist with the preparation of an Application to the Commission. They were requesting an 
additional time extension to prepare an Application as requested by the Commission. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein, Ms. Suszynski, and the Commission discussed the circumstances leading to the 
receipt of this letter. The Commissioners agreed to grant an additional 90 day extension period 
to submit an Application to the Commission, and requested that Land Use Office Staff draft 
correspondence referring to the potential issuance of a Wetlands Citation, if appropriate. 

 
VI. Other:  (NONE) 
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VII. Deliberations on Completed Hearings: 
 
Public Hearings: 
 

- IWC-2016-07 64 West Maiden Lane – Selective clearing, grubbing, topsoil, seed to lawn, 
Dudziec 
(Opening of Public Hearing on 03/23/16; close Hearing by 04/27/16) 

 
Motion to Approve the Application with Conditions, made by Jason Grady; 2nd by Peter Oliva. 

 
Discussion: Mr. Schatzlein and the Commission reviewed the following items:  

- notice regarding the water surface and the protection of same; 
- approval should be contingent on procurement of a floodplain permit; 
- survey to include notation referencing the accuracy of the wetlands, 

verifying that they were field located; 
- the proposed site stabilization and restoration bond valued at $7,000. 
- language regarding the usage of no-mow seed mixture and lawn 

maintenance 
 

Vote:   4 – 0 – 0 in favor, motion passed 
 

Reason: Chairman Muttitt stated that the Applicant provided substantial evidence that 
the proposal represents no adverse impacts to wetlands and/or watercourses, 
and the required Application data had been submitted and subsequent hearing 
and testimony evidence had been provided to adequately document and verify 
the Application proposal’s compliance with the requirements as set forth by the 
Town of Monroe Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and the Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Act pursuant to CGS §22a-36 to 22a-45, as 
amended. 

VIII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports: (None) 
 
IX. Time Extensions: 

 
IWC-2014-11, File #891  462 Main Street – Request for a 90 Day Extension 
 

Chairman Muttitt asked if this approved Application had yet to meet the initial Conditions of Approval, 
which Mr. Schatzlein affirmed. Mr. Muttitt and Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the circumstances of the 
situation with the Commission. The Commission reviewed the previous number of extensions granted 
for the Application, and the language regarding the Connecticut General Statutes and approval 
timeframes. 
 
Motion to grant a 90-day extension, made by James Stewart; 2nd by Peter Oliva 
 
Vote: 4-0-0 in favor, motion passed. 
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X. IWC Agent Activities/Reports: 
 

- General Permits: (None) 
 

- Agent Approvals: (None) 
 

- Permitted Uses As of Right: 
 
1.  Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C)) – (None), Permit Expires 05/08/2018 
 

2. 375 Fan Hill Road – Chalk Hill School Driveway Culvert 
 
Mr. Schatzlein commented that he had received a phone call regarding a culvert failure at 
Chalk Hill School, where a section of outlet had collapsed. Mr. Schatzlein added that this 
section would be replaced in kind. 

 
XI. Violations: 
 

- Violation Inspection Report: (None) 
- Discussion on completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda: (None) 
- Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues: 

 
IWV-2016-03, (File #996) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein and Mr. McCollum conducted an Administrative Review of the property at 26 
Doris Drive with the Commission. During the Administrative Review, they discussed the 
following: 
 
 Violations on an abutting property, 35 Millo Drive, which had been reviewed by the 

Commission during an informal hearing during their previous Commission Meeting; 
 the locations and description of potential violations; including encroachment of pool, shed, 

and deck structures; and clearing and grubbing activities within Regulated Upland Review 
Areas and Regulated Upland Review Areas; 

 existing, developed, and natural conditions; 
 a "Potential Violations" Map detailing permitted Limits of Disturbance, Wetlands and 

Regulated Areas, unpermitted activities within Regulated Areas, and developed/established 
areas on site; 

 permits and approvals related to activities for development on site; 
 the topography of the site; 

 
Mr. Schatzlein stated that if the property owner would agree to relocate the shed within the 
established rear yard, permit the remaining structures, install Inland Wetlands Regulated 
Area Markers, install plantings along the limits of disturbance before the adoption to the 
Inland Wetlands Regulations, and allow the unpermitted areas of disturbance to return to a 
natural state, he would be agreeable to resolving the Violation with an Agent Approval 
Application. He added that the property owners could submit an Inland Wetlands 
Application if they were not agreeable to the contents of the proposed Agent Approval 
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Application. The Commission unanimously agreed and requested that the property owners 
be issued a letter requesting an Agent Approval Application for remediation.  

 
XII. General Discussion/Other: 

 
DEEP General Permit – Connecticut Department of Transportation 
 
Mr. Schatzlein explained the bridge reconstruction process on Connecticut State Route 25, and 
the submission of a State General Permit Application. He added that DEEP normally sends 
notices to local Commissions for comments, which was erroneously sent to the Conservation 
Commission. Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the Wetlands Areas to be impacted as stated in the letter 
sent from DEEP. 
 
50 Cambridge Drive – Axel Plastics 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed a request from the property owner to modify the sizing of a parking 
median island and loading area, and the use of Inland Wetlands Regulated Area Markers to 
replace the installation of a portion of an approved berm. Mr. Schatzlein reviewed the proposed 
site conditions with the Commission.  The Commission approved the installation of the Markers 
to replace the berm 
 
123 Riding Ridge Road – Acceptance of Landscaping 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed a request from the property owner of 123 Riding Ridge Road regarding 
a freestanding stone wall that was to be built across the rear of the property. The Commission 
provided language to Mr. Schatzlein regarding how the property owner could modify the 
existing site conditions to accommodate an existing stone face wall while retaining compliance 
with the Inland Wetlands Regulations. 

 
XIII. Correspondence:  (None) 
 
XIV. Adjournment: 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jason Grady; seconded by James Stewart; passed 4-0-0.The 
Meeting was adjourned 9:26 p.m. 
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NOTE:  

 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission. 
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a transcript of this 

meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website: www.monroect.org. Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland. Choose meeting minutes from the left column.  
 
Date of Approval: 4-27-16 

 
************************************************************************************ 

PENDING: (These items are pending but are not on this agenda). 
 

 IWC-2016-08 545 Pepper Street, Restoration of a previously disturbed area, removal 
of fill and replanting. 
(Public Hearing scheduled for 04/27/2016) 
 

 IWC-2016-09 234 & 246 Main Street, Excavation of fill material in a Regulated Area 
and Removal to Non-Regulated Area, Sippin 
(Public Hearing scheduled for 04/27/2016) 
 

 
 

http://www.monroect.org/
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