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TOWN OF MONROE 
INLAND WETLANDs cOMMIssION 

 
7 Fan Hill Road Inland Wetlands Department: (203) 452-2809 
Monroe, Connecticut, 06468 Fax: (203) 261-6197 

Inland Wetlands Agent: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E. 
Note: Meetings are Video and Audio Recorded 

 
Minutes of April 27, 2016 

Regular Meeting 
I. Call to Order:  
 

The Regular Meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission (“Commission”) was called to Order at 
7:06 p.m. 
 

(A) Pledge of Allegiance 
 

(B) Roll Call  
 

Present: Jason Grady, Vice-Chairman 
  Lois Spence, Secretary 
  Meghan Hayden, Esq., Treasurer 
  James Stewart, P.E., L.S., Commissioner 
  Ross Mastrorocco, Commissioner 
   
Absent:  Michael S. Muttitt, Chairman 
  Peter Oliva, Commissioner 
 
Also Present: Scott Schatzlein, P.E., Land Use Director, Town Engineer, Inland Wetlands Agent 
  Donna Suszynski, Land Use Office Coordinator 
  David McCollum, Inland Wetlands Inspector, Recording Secretary 
 
Vice-Chairman Grady read the Inland Wetlands Commission Mission Statement. He asked if 
there were any changes to the Commission Meeting Agenda.  Mr. Schatzlein read aloud the 
changes to the Agenda, which were unanimously accepted. 

 
(C) Inland Wetland Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

- April 13, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

Motion to approve the April 13th, 2016 Meeting Minutes as drafted made by James Stewart; 2nd 
by Meghan Hayden. 
 
Vote: 4-0-1 in favor, motion passed (Ross Mastrorocco abstained) 
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(D) General Public Participation 
 

Vice-Chairman Grady polled those publicly attending for Public Participation, of which there was 
none. 

 
II. Application Hearing Determinations: (NONE) 
 
III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission: 

 
- IWC-2016-06 716 Wheeler Road – Subdivision of a residential lot for proposed 

construction of a new single family dwelling 
(Regular Hearing reconvened from 03/23/16; Decision Deadline 04/29/16) 

 
Mr. Schatzlein stated that this item would be incorporated into the discussions for the Regular 
Hearing Application submitted for this property. 
 

IV. Regulated Activities: 
 

(A) Regular Hearings: 
 
- IWC-2016-06 716 Wheeler Road – Subdivision of a residential lot for proposed construction of 

a new single family dwelling 
(Regular Hearing continued from 03/23/16; Decision Deadline 04/29/16) 

 
John J. Mack, Jr. a Professional Engineer licensed in the State of Connecticut of Stuart Somers 
Company, LLC in Southbury, Connecticut, introduced himself to the Commission as a speaker on 
behalf of the Application. Gary Howden, of 716 Wheeler Road, also introduced himself to the 
Commission as an additional speaker on behalf of the Application, and as the property owner. Mr. 
Mack submitted an approval from the Monroe Health Department as an Exhibit.  Mr. Mack and Mr. 
Howden gave an overview presentation of the proposed work. The overview of their presentation, 
and discussion with the Commission, included the following: 
 
- a review of the existing conditions and the proposed items encompassed in the Application 
- the submitted Approval from the Monroe Health Department 
- a letter from the Applicant-property owner, stating the shed would be removed and the 

removal process description 
- the location of proposed items beyond the 100' (one-hundred foot) Regulated Upland Review 

Area 
- the location of a the existing shed within a Regulated Upland Review Area 
 
Mr. Mack and Mr. Howden discussed the following items with Mr. Schatzlein, Ms. Suszynski, and the 
Commission: 
 
- the decision to remove the shed in entirety versus relocating it on the property 
- the location where the shed would have been proposed to be relocated to 
- a description of the proposed shed removal process including the use of equipment, and 

earthwork disturbance, and dumpster location 
- the age of the existing shed 
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- a reduction of the proposed lot sizes, and the addressing of those related items by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 

- the existing right-of-way 
- clarification of Mr. Schatzlein's comments to the Applicants regarding land conveyance to the 

Town   
- the role of the Inland Wetlands Commission to provide a Subdivision Plan Referral before an 

Application is reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission 
- the absence of the Applicant's description for how the property is proposed to be subdivided 
- a review of the Planning and Zoning Regulations relative to subdivisions and re-subdivisions 
- the decision for the Applicant to close the Public Hearing 
- the potential use for a gradient and/or pedestrian easement 
- the concern for the Applicant to bring an Application before the Planning and Zoning 

Commission that would be subsequently revised and be required to be re-proposed to the 
Inland Wetlands Commission 

- the need for further discussion of the proposed subdivision with the Town Planner to address 
Planning and Zoning concerns 

- the time periods relative to Application Hearing Extension time, and the Applicant's request to 
extend the Regular Hearing for an additional 35 (thirty-five) days 

 
Mr. Mack stated that a letter would be submitted on behalf of the Applicant granting the 
Commission to extend the Regular Hearing period for an additional 41 (forty-one) days. 

 
(B) Public Hearings: 

 
- IWC-2016-01 67/69 Turkey Roost Road, 67 Karen Drive, & 56 Lorraine Drive – 

Remediation of previously disturbed Regulated Area 
(Continued from 03/23/16 Meeting; 35-Day Extension Granted, Hearing continued 
until 05/11/16) 

 
Vice-Chairman Grady stated that the Public Hearing would be continued at the May 11th, 2016 
Commission Meeting.  Mr. Schatzlein stated that this item had been included on the Meeting 
Agenda as a placeholder, and that the Public Hearing for this Application would be continued within 
the timeframe as approved by the Commission during their previously scheduled meeting on March 
23rd, 2016. 
 

- IWC-2016-05 1014 Monroe Turnpike – Proposed reconstruction/improvements to Masuk 
High School Field/stadium to include drainage and lighting 
(Continued from 04/13/16; Decision Deadline 05/18/16) 

 
Vince McDermott, Senior Vice-President for Landscape Architecture and Planning with Milone & 
MacBroom, Inc. of Cheshire, Connecticut, introduced himself to the Commission as a speaker on 
behalf of the Application. He submitted Certified Mail Return Receipts for the Abutter's Notices as 
an Exhibit. He also introduced Bill Root, a registered Soil Scientist and professional Wetlands 
Scientist with Milone and MacBroom, Inc. of Cheshire, Connecticut, as  an additional speaker on 
behalf of the Application to address the proposed impacts to site Regulated Wetlands Areas and 
Regulated Upland Review Areas. Mr. McDermott and Mr. Root provided an overview of their 
presentation, which included the following: 
 



2016-04-27 Meeting Minutes Page 4 of 9 Inland Wetlands Commission 
Monroe, Connecticut 

 

- a review of the items previously discussed during the portion of the Public Hearing at the 
previous Commission Meeting 

- a detail of the proposed runoff structure 
- the use of two existing outlet structures as a riser structure within the proposed work area to 

circumvent the need for additional erosion and sedimentation controls 
- the proposed modification to add a straw waddle as an additional sedimentation control 
- protocol regarding water-quality following construction completion 

 
Mr. McDermott and Mr. Root discussed the following items with Mr. Schatzlein and the 
Commission: 

 
- the number of occurrences for post-construction water quality testing 
- the stormwater run-off capture capabilities of the temporary and construction conditions for 

regular and abnormal storm events 
- the materials that would be retained by the sedimentation controls 
- the course taken by stormwater run-off 
- the depth of proposed construction excavation 
- the location of the proposed riser-and-plug system, and its description 
- reasoning for not using a plumber's plug for sedimentation and erosion controls 
- concerns relating to the upland and aquatic species referenced in the National Diversity 

Database that would be affected by the proposed project 
- the non-requirement to include devised protection strategies of upland and aquatic species 

based on the proposed project size 
- non-disturbance of additional upland and aquatic species habitat, and the proposed absence of 

offsite impacts 
- the proposed disturbance limit to remain contained with the existing athletic facility 
- proposed contents of the field and track surfaces 
- the anticipated life expectancy of the proposed materials to be used 
- the inertness of the proposed materials relative to potential water leaching 
- the potential for the proposed materials to be removed from the site via runoff 
- the use of proposed track edge drains and screened baskets within to capture runoff material, 

and their maintenance 
- changes to the porosity of the soil relative to existing conditions 
- prevention of additional thermal loading 
- the use of a proposed dewatering system 
- the success of previously completed projects similar in scope to the project proposed 

 
Mr. Schatzlein requested a clean copy of the protocol letter submitted by Mr. McDermott during 
Public Hearing at the previous Meeting, which Mr. McDermott provided.   
 
Ms. Suszynski read the Exhibits 17 – 18. 
 
Vice-Chairman Grady opened the Hearing to Public Comment, of which there was none. 
 
Mr. McDermott commented that he hoped the Application would fulfill the requirements of the 
Commission. 
 
Polling the Commission hearing no objections, Vice-Chairman Grady closed the Public Hearing. 
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- IWC-2016-09 234 & 246 Main Street, Excavation of fill material in a Regulated Area and 
Removal to Non-Regulated Area, Sippin 
(Opening of Public Hearing on 04/27/2016; Decision Deadline 06/01/16) 

 
Bill Carbone, a licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Connecticut with Spath-Bjorklund & 
Associates in Monroe, Connecticut, introduced himself to the Commission as a speaker on behalf of 
the Application. He submitted Certified Mail Return Receipts for the Abutter's Notices as an Exhibit. 
He also introduced David Sippin, property owner of 246 Main Street, and Bernie Sippin, of 23 
Westview Drive and property owner of 234 Main Street, as additional speakers on behalf of the 
Application. Mr. Carbone, Mr. David Sippin, and Mr. Bernie Sippin provided an overview of their 
presentation, which included the following: 
 
- existing site conditions, including preceding events occurring on the site 
- a description of vegetation and herbaceous species 
- uncertainty of the specific delineation between Regulated Upland Review Area and Regulated 

Wetlands Area 
- site surveying and approximate locating of Wetland Areas by Tracy Lewis 
- removing fill materials and Upland soils from the site to re-expose Wetlands soils, under the 

supervision of a Soils Scientist 
- re-stabilization of soils to restore a 2’:1’ grade to the toe of slope of Wetlands soils 
- planting a Wetlands Mix and New England Matrix/Upland Soils Mix over re-stabilized areas 
- existing topographic conditions 
- proposed planting of 5’-6’ tall white spruce saplings 
- the previous use of a non-permanent driveway 
- placing a berm in the area of the non-permanent driveway to prevent further access to the 

disturbed portion of the site 
- establishing an access driveway in an alternative location to maintain connection to above-

ground septic system workings and areas 
- previous meetings with Land Use Office Staff in December 2014, and October 2015 to discuss 

remediation measures and efforts 
- the establishment of a Conservation Easement, and concerns regarding language for a 

Conservation Easement not recorded on the Monroe Land Records 
- the current location of a septic system, and the potential to use a proprietary system 
 
Mr. Carbone and Mr. Bernie Sippin discussed the following items with Mr. Schatzlein and the 
Commission: 
 
- the uses within the disturbed area after filling activities had ceased 
- the previous processing of topsoil material within the disturbed area 
- the approximate timeframe for the filling activities 
- a letter previously written by the Applicants to former Town Planner Daniel Tuba and the 

Monroe Land Use Office indicating the former filling activities occurring on the property 
- activities that had formerly occurring on and around the disturbed area on the site 
- a request by the Commission to perform an on-site field inspection, which was granted by the 

Applicants 
- concerns regarding the Conservation Easement that was required to be filed on the Monroe 

Land Records 
- concerns regarding the fill material and the contents of the loom processed on-site 
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- a request for soil borings to determine material content 
- historic and existing photography of the site 
- the flexibility to relocate the septic reserve area, if necessary 
- concerns relating to the Planning and Zoning Commission’s review of the proposed Conservation 

Easement and pending Site Development Application 
 

Ms. Suszynski read the Exhibits 1 – 8. 
 
Vice-Chairman Grady opened the Hearing to Public Comment. 
 
Valerie Foito, of 79 Old Newtown Road, introduced herself to speak in a general nature for the 
Application.  She stated that she had also written to the Monroe Land Use Office to inquire about 
previous activities occurring on this site.  She added that she had submitted photos to either the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or the Inland Wetlands Commission, but they had not been 
returned.  She commented that she would like to see the property returned to the way it was 
supposed to be before any disturbance took place. 
 
Mr. Schatzlein commented that the Land Use Office had received a letter from Ms. Foito.  Ms. Foito 
reiterated the contents of her letter, stating that she had seen piles of material dumped onto the 
site from an abutting property at 200 Main Street, and that she was wondering if the Town had 
been aware of this activity.  She added that her husband had seen dump trucks dumping garbage, 
cement, and asphalt onto the Applicant’s property.  She reviewed photography taken in 2005, 2006, 
and 2007 by her neighbor, Mary Donnelly, with the Commission.  She commented that the area was 
overgrown, but that the piles were clearly visible when covered with snow.  The water that drains 
onto the Applicant’s property first drains through Ms. Foito’s property.  She added that the abutting 
property owners were suffering from the noises coming from the Applicant’s property.  During a 
Planning Commission sometime in the past, Ms. Foito stated that she had heard Mr. Sippin 
comment about cutting up oil tanks on his property.  She was unsure of the full extent of the 
activities and whether or not the soils had been adversely affected or contaminated. 
 
Vice-Chairman Grady opened the Hearing to additional Public Comment, of which there was none. 

 
The Applicants did not respond to Ms. Foito’s comments.  Mr. Carbone requested that the Public 
Hearing remain open, to which Vice-Chairman Grady stated that the Hearing would be continued at 
the next Commission Meeting. 

 
V. Violations:  (NONE) 
 
VI. Other:  (NONE) 
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VII. Deliberations on Completed Hearings: 
 
Public Hearings: 
 

- IWC-2016-05 1014 Monroe Turnpike – Proposed reconstruction/improvements to Masuk 
High School Field/stadium to include drainage and lighting 
(Continued from 04/13/16; Decision Deadline 05/18/16) 

 
Motion to Approve the Application with Conditions, made by Lois Spence; 2nd by Meghan 
Hayden. 

 
Discussion: Mr. Schatzlein and the Commission reviewed the following items:  

- datum verifications and notation on final drawing relative to the survey; 
- final plans should indicate electric service lines will be replaced in the same 

location; 
- provide details on restoration and stabilization of the old discus area; 
- detail provide for the plugging drain, the riser, and filter fabric with grey 

cap, and straw waddle be shown and included on the drawing; 
- provide specific detail on the coconut material and specific cross section; 
- provide post-installation water quality tests to the protocol as discussed; 
- the absence of a bond recommendation, per this being a municipal project 

 
Mr. Stewart asked what specific criterion was being tested for in the water-quality tests, and the 
standards that should be compared to the tests.  Ms. Spence asked if a detail and/or additional 
measures could be included outlining protection measures in extreme situations.  The 
Commission discussed these items with Mr. Schatzlein. 

 
Vote:   4 – 0 – 1 in favor, motion passed 

 
Reason: Ms. Spence stated that the Applicant provided substantial evidence that the 

proposal represents no adverse impacts to wetlands and/or watercourses, and 
the required Application data had been submitted and subsequent hearing and 
testimony evidence had been provided to adequately document and verify the 
Application proposal’s compliance with the requirements as set forth by the 
Town of Monroe Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations and the Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Act pursuant to CGS §22a-36 to 22a-45, as 
amended. 

 
VIII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports: (None) 
 
IX. Time Extensions: 
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X. IWC Agent Activities/Reports: 
 

- General Permits: (None) 
 

- Agent Approvals:   
 
IAA-2016-04 59/65 Knorr Road, Crucitti 
 
Mr. Schatzlein and Mr. McCollum gave a brief overview of the Application relative to the 
requirements as made by the Commission. 

 
- Permitted Uses As of Right: 

 
1.  Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 

Regulations Section 4.2 (C)) – (None), Permit Expires 05/08/2018 
 

2. 46 Huntingtown Road  – Installation of Water Control Devices 
 
Mr. Schatzlein reviewed an e-mail he had received from Ed Risko, Monroe Animal Control 
Officer, regarding the installation of water level control devices around and within a beaver 
dam on Guskie Pond.  The Commission discussed the specifics of the proposed activities, 
and agreed that a Permitted-Use as-of Right permit would be appropriate for this 
Application. 

 
XI. Violations: 
 

- Violation Inspection Report: (None) 
- Discussion on completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda: (None) 
- Administrative Review/Enforcement Issues: 

 
IWV-2016-05, (File #1007) 
 
Mr. Schatzlein and Mr. McCollum conducted an Administrative Review of the property at 100 
Hammertown Road with the Commission. During the Administrative Review, they discussed the 
following: 
 
 the locations and description of potential violations which included a non-permitted pool, 

storage structure, shed, and storage container; clearing and grubbing of mature trees; 
clearing of understory; and dumping along the limits of an established watercourse within 
Regulated Upland Review Areas and Regulated Upland Review Areas; 

 existing, developed, and natural conditions; 
 a "Potential Violations" Map detailing permitted Limits of Disturbance, Wetlands and 

Regulated Areas, unpermitted activities within Regulated Areas, and developed/established 
areas on site; 

 permits and approvals related to activities for development on site; 
 the topography of the site; 
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Mr. Schatzlein stated that he was unsure if the Violations on this property could be entirely 
processed with an Administrative Permit, and that the property owner should come before 
the Commission to review the existing conditions and activities.  Mr. Schatzlein added that 
the property owner should be issued a Notice of Violation as a formality, since the property 
owner had met with Land Use Office Staff to initiate remediation measures.  The 
Commission was agreeable to the property owner being issued a Notice of Violation.  

 
XII. General Discussion/Other: 

 
Alex Capozziello – Troop 62, Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge 
 
Alex Capozziello, of 409 Cross Hill Road, introduced himself as a Life Scout working to receive his 
Eagle Scout Award, and more specifically his Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.  The 
Commission discussed their duties and obligations with Mr. Capozziello. 

 
XIII. Correspondence:  (None) 
 
XIV. Adjournment: 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jason Grady; seconded by James Stewart; passed 4-0-0.The 
Meeting was adjourned 9:42 p.m. 
 

NOTE:  
 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission. 
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a transcript of this 

meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website: www.monroect.org. Select Town Hall 

Departments/Inland Wetland. Choose meeting minutes from the left column.  
 
Date of Approval: ___________________ 

 
************************************************************************************ 

PENDING: (These items are pending but are not on this agenda). 
 

 IWC-2016-08 545 Pepper Street, Restoration of a previously disturbed area, removal of fill and 
replanting. 
(Per Applicant – Not ready to be heard – supplemental information not available; 
Decision Deadline 05/27/16) 
 

 IWC-2016-10 15 Owl Hill Road & 144 Lynn Drive, Remediation of a previously disturbed Conservation 
Easement area, planting within an Upland Review Area and within a Conservation 
Easement area to include mulched bio-filters and Conservation Easement Markers, 
Carrubba 
(Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for 05/25/16) 
 

 
 

http://www.monroect.org/
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