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TOWN OF MONROE 
INLAND WETLANDs cOMMIssION 

 
7 Fan Hill Road Inland Wetlands Department: (203) 452-2809 
Monroe, Connecticut, 06468 Fax: (203) 261-6197 

Inland Wetlands Agent: Scott H. Schatzlein, P.E. 
Note: Meetings are Video and Audio Recorded 

 
Minutes of June 8, 2016 

Regular Meeting 
I. Call to Order:  
 

The Regular Meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission (“Commission”) was called to Order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
(A) Pledge of Allegiance 

 
(B) Roll Call 

 
Present: Michael S. Muttitt, Chairman  
  Jason Grady, Vice-Chairman 
  Lois Spence, Secretary 
  Meghan Hayden, Esq., Treasurer 
  Peter Oliva, Commissioner 
  Ross Mastrorocco, Commissioner 
  James Stewart, P.E., L.S., Commissioner 
   
Absent:  None 
   
Also Present: Scott Schatzlein, P.E., Land Use Director, Town Engineer, Inland Wetlands Agent 
  Donna Suszynski, Land Use Office Coordinator 
  Rebecca Wood, Recording Secretary in Training 
 
Chairman Muttitt introduced the members of the Commission and members of Land Use Office Staff. He read 
the Inland Wetlands Commission Mission Statement. He asked Ms. Suszynski and Mr. Schatzlein if there were 
any changes to the Commission Meeting Agenda.  Donna Suszynski read aloud the change to the Agenda, which 
was unanimously accepted (Item VI. Other: 2 Victoria Drive should be changed to 5 Victoria Drive). 
 

(C) Inland Wetland Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
- May 25, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion to approve the May 25th, 2016 Meeting Minutes as drafted made by Secretary Lois Spence 
Second: Vice Chairman Jason Grady. 
Abstain: Meghan Hayden, Jim Stewart 
Motion passed 
 
Discussion: Corrections from Commissioner Spence: Page 3: prevention measures to discourage plant 
consumption refers to deer browse; Strike Pending process for applicant to review…; Pages 4,6,7: extending 
wetlands flagging to the property lines (add: on the site map as a condition of approval); Page 4: the placement 
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of plantings should be across the access road so that a vehicle could NOT drive through; Page 7: The reasons to 
approve an application…(“Reasons for approval” to be used for a violation remediation application; Page 8 
Alternative to silt fence protection (more efficient or better silt fence protection. 
 
Vote: 4 – 0 – 2  In favor 
 

(D) General Public Participation 
 

Chairman Muttitt polled those publicly attending for Public Participation: 
 
-Mike Whiteman, 45 Richards Drive, Monroe, spoke regarding 39 Richards Drive permit that was approved in 

1994 . He is concerned about the standing water that is now on his property since work has been performed 
on 39 Richards Drive. 

 
-Scott Schatzlein and Donna Suszynski asked Mr. Whiteman to set up a meeting to discuss any changes that 

may have occurred regarding this property. 
 
II. Application Hearing Determinations:  None 
 
III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission: None 
 
IV. Regulated Activities: 
 

(A) Regular Hearings: 
 
- IWC-2016-08 545 Pepper Street – Restoration of a previously disturbed area, removal of fill and replanting 

(Regular Hearing Decision Deadline 5/27/16, Extension Granted to 6/8/16) 
 
Email from Jim Hersh requesting an extension was received. The regular hearing will continue to the June 22nd 
Inland Wetland meeting  
 
- IWC-2016-08 500 Pepper Street – Change to detention systems, and building addition of a previously 

approved project, Carrubba 
(Regular Hearing Decision Deadline 5/27/16, Extension Granted to 6/8/16) 

 
Certified Mail receipts were submitted for the opening of Regular Hearings. 
 
Kevin Solli, Licensed Professional Engineer, Solli Engineering at 501 Main Street, Monroe. summarized the prior 
wetlands approval for Carrubba, a manufacturer of flavors, fragrances, and chemical extracts. The project had a 
total floor space of 48,000 square feet with 101 parking spaces. As the project moved from the planning phase 
to the construction phase, there was a number of premium construction costs that the owner would like to 
amend by engineering some of the costs associated with construction out of the property with the following 
recommendations: 
 

1) Reduce the overall building footprint to a total of 41,809 square feet (first floor area of 23,000 
square feet and addition second floor space). This overall reduction in the building footprint also 
reduces the area of impervious surface by approximately ½ acre; 

 
2) The previously approved grading and drainage plan included extensive underground detention to 

accommodate the increase in storm water (17,000 cubic feet of storage) in two separate systems. As 
part of the redesign, we were able to eliminate the front storage system, enlarge the rear storage  
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system , and provide an additional vegetative swale in the front for a new total of 12,566 cubic feet 
of underground water detention as well eliminate the retaining walls that provided stabilization to 
slopes.  

 
3) There are no changes to any utilities or septic systems even with the reduced footprint; we added 

some additional buffer plantings and wetland basin plantings to accommodate the new above 
ground retention system and drainage swale; 

 
4) We are incorporating hydrodynamic separators as part of the drainage design and with the reduced 

footprint, been able to reduce the size and number accordingly; 
 
5) Our office  received additional comments from Scott Schatzlein today that we have not yet had time 

to respond to. We will bring updated drainage plans to the next meeting. 
 
Chairman Muttitt questioned original application comments and questions made regarding drainage from the 
Pepper Street renovation, whether the changes have occurred from the Town of Monroe, or finalized what will 
be occurring. 
 
Mr. Solli stated that the applicant designed the site plans based on the latest design plans from a Pepper Street 
improvement project. There is drainage from Pepper Street that runs through the property and discharges, so to 
accommodate any future changes, the applicant has provided a small depression pipe that will act as a culvert to 
convey drainage runoff beneath the proposed driveway and outlet toward the wetlands to the north of the 
driveway. This design was incorporated into both their previous plans and their new plans to act as an interim 
drainage resolution until the Pepper Street renovation project is complete. 
 
Chairman Muttitt stated that the original application had open-bottomed underground galleries that provided 
some surface groundwater recharge and questioned how the proposed changes affect this design. 
 
Mr. Solli responded that with open-bottomed galleries, there is always the opportunity for exfiltration into the 
ground, our basin has been designed so that it will not be in a submerged condition and will not be a wet- 
bottom basin, eliminating a sediment floor basin to maintain flow as well as raising it to accommodate those 
flows. We are able to meet the flow from runoff conditions.  
 
Chairman Muttitt inquired about the westerly kidney shaped basin, and asked if that basin was wet-bottomed as 
well, and whether all of the flow will be traveling from South to North, if all the parking lot water would be 
traveling through a hydrodynamic separator, and if there were any changes in water flow or collection from the 
building itself. 
 
Mr. Solli stated that all of the flow would be traveling from South to North, and was more of a shallow drainage 
swale with an outlet pipe that once fills up, discharges by pipe and does not require an outlet control structure. 
It will provide some storm water attenuation but will quickly discharge based on its large area. They did not add 
a sediment forebay. Mr. Solli then indicated where the two hydrodynamic separators were located on the site, 
and lastly, water flow from the building would be routed to a 2,000 gallon holding tank to be pumped as needed 
with no overflow. 
 
Commissioner Spence asked: 1) if the disturbed area remains the same under this new design,  2) if the 
additional finger jutting out to the east of the basin containing piping could be shortened to minimize 
disturbance, 3) to explain what an area of fill within the berm to be reinforced with an area of impervious fill 
consisted of, 4) why Mountain Ash was chosen when it was experiencing borer decimation, 5) could they 
substitute the planting of 1,225 myrtle plants, which is an invasive species, with another non-invasive plant, 6) 
could another crabapple tree be chosen that was enjoyed by birds, and 7) where were roof drains discharging 
to?  
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Mr. Solli stated that the disturbed area is primarily the same with perhaps some minor reductions in overall 
disturbance. The finger shaped area for piping is needed because of the shallowness of the location. The length 
of pipe is needed in order to get down to the appropriate depth for outlet discharge. They have reduced the 
amount of disturbance in this area from the original application. The storm water basin requires a small amount  
of fill to construct the outer perimeter walls. A granular material can create leakage and erosion, so the stability 
of the basin wall needs to be reinforced with an impervious clay-like glacial material to insure the structural 
stability of the basin wall. There is only one Mountain Ash on the site, the myrtle can be replaced with another 
plant, as can the Crabapple, and roof drains will be discharging directly into the storm basins through a 
hydrodynamic separator. There will be amendment modification made for the next meeting.  

 
(B) Public Hearings: 
 

- IWC-2016-10 15 Owl Hill Road & 144 Lynn Drive, Carrubba;  Remediation of a previously disturbed 
Conservation Easement area, planting within an upland review are and within a Conservation 
Easement area to include mulched bio-filters and Conservation markers  
(Hearing continued from 05/25/16; Decision Deadline 6/29/16) 

 
Donna Suszynski read the exhibits for the committee.  
 
Kevin Solli, Licensed Professional Engineer, Solli Engineering at 501 Main Street, Monroe suggested that the 
Inland Wetlands Commission adopt a Permit Approval Modification format similar to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission. 
 
Douglas Reich, Registered Landscape Architect with Solli Engineering at 501 Main Street in Monroe representing 
Carrubba, located at 15 Owl Hill Road & 144 Lynn Drive, introduced himself and the above application changes 
as follows based on comments from the last meeting: 
 

1) decorative fencing will be placed front of the stone wall outside the shrubbery with the same radius 
2) wetland flags were extended to the property line 
3) Twenty more shrubs were added to the Conservation area: spirea, winterberry, and blueberry. The 

intent is plant clusters and has them then fill in so it becomes a dense understory along with at least 
five trees for overstory. No plantings were added to the wetlands, only the Conservation area. 

4) There will be two-year monitoring 
5) Any concrete fencing will be cut off, any embedded fencing will be pulled out 

 
Commissioner Spence inquired about split rail fencing to delineate the Conservation area as shrubbery will not 
demarcate adequately, and as it stands, is a violation of the Conservation easement and requires a division, and 
the new plantings require spraying with a deer repellant for at least the first two years of their lives. 
 
Tom Cerretta, Property Manager, stated that in speaking with Scott Schatzlein, his understanding was that 
plantings and boulders would suffice as delineation.  
 
Scott Schatzlein indicated that his encouragement was to place something permanent in the Conservation 
easement. The applicant could add plantings, but as it stands, the delineation appears to be a garden and not a 
Conservation area to be protected.  
 
Mr. Cerretta suggested that 3x3 boulders could be placed equally between the markers, and deer repellant 
spray for the first two years of the young plantings lives on a regular basis. Commissioner Spence agreed. 
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Public Comment: None 
 
Hearing no comments, Chairman Muttitt closed the public hearing. 

 
V. Violations:  None 
 
VI. Other:  
 

- IWC-2014-13 2 Victoria Drive, Ole Soccer Training Center; Request to add netting 
 
Kevin Solli of Solli Engineering, representing the applicant, stated that the applicant is proposing to place 20’ 
high netting around the soccer field where there is a chain link fence which was approved. The netting will more 
than likely remain up once up and has no adverse impact on birds or other wildlife.  
 
Any floodplain issues will  be discussed with Scott Schatzlein to amend the floodplain fencing and insure that 
there is access to maintain it.  
 
- IWC-2014-07 50 Cambridge Drive – Glycol Tank information and map (Axel Plastics) 
 
Dave Bjorkland, President of Spath Bjorkland and Associates, a Professional Engineer registered in the state of 
Connecticut addressed the Commission with the following: 
 

1) Axel Plastics was previously approved by the Commission and is currently under construction. In the 
original design phase, Axel had planned on incorporating their existing coolant process which took 
place with ambient air, but have now decided on a much more efficient process which incorporates 
50% glycol and 50% water in a closed system in a 5,000 gallon tank.  

 
2) The applicant is proposing to locate this tank outside the building with two chilling tanks on either 

side. There is no room inside the building to incorporate this process; the area where this would be 
located would be next to the wetlands.  

 
3) The glycol would be chilled during the evening by the two chilling tanks on either side; 

 
Commissioner Spence noted that the Data Safety Sheet shows no results on any of the ecological effects of 
glycol. Since the property is in a public water supply watershed and is in close proximity to wetlands and the 
Pequonnock River, it would be important to know what kind of effect glycol could have should there be a spill. 
She questioned if there was an emergency procedure in place to insure that it does not get into the water supply 
or wetlands. She read from the CDC Data Safety Sheet that glycol was a mild skin irritant, mild eye irritant, and a 
moderate respiratory irritant to a human, and believed that on an environmental level, the "mild" could be far 
more severe to tiny and microscopic organisms. Since there was no data presented on any ecological effects, 
there was no evidence one way or the other that it was safe or hazardous.  
 
Dave Bjorkland stated that in speaking with the owner, and in reviewing the data, knowing that glycol is used in 
pharmaceutical and food uses, and noting that there is no caution on the safety data sheet, that glycol was 
perfectly safe and required no precaution, they felt it safe to place the storage tank in the location they had.  
 
Commissioner Mastrorocco inquired whether the tank could be placed in a containment area in case of leakage. 
Dave Bjorkland stated he would look at containment when returning to the site. The reason why the tank is 
located in the space noted, is that all the piping and utilities are there but a containment area could surround 
both the tank and chillers.  
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Commissioner Oliva questioned whether a double-walled containment area could be used and make a contact 
check to insure a double containment is not required. 
 
Mr. Bjorkland stated that they have a scientific safety person on site who also is in contact with the Fire Marshall  
who insures that the glycol is benign at a 50/50 liquid level and does not require containment but he will either 
receive confirmation about safety impacts to the environment or plan for a containment area, checking and 
receiving confirmation that a double-walled containment is not necessary by providing a letter from the Safety 
Advisor that due diligence was done regarding safety controls. 
 
- 06-02 178 Purdy Hill Road, Lot 2 – discuss type of application needed 
 
Francis and Kerry Riley, Owners of two lot subdivision originally approved in March, 2006; at that time the 
Commission was in the practice of approving subdivisions and house construction in one application. Scott 
Schatzlein approved Lot 1 as an Agent Approval; the owners are requesting approval to develop Lot 2. Scott 
Schatzlein would prefer to approve this development as an Agent approval as well requiring boulders along the 
wetlands. 

 
Deliberations on Completed Hearings: 

 
-IWC-2016-10 15 Owl Hill Road & 144 Lynn Drive – Violation and remediation of a previously disturbed 

Conservation Easement area, planting within an upland review area and within a Conservation 
Easement area to include mulched bio-filters and Conservation markers.  

 
Motion to approve IWC-2016-01, made by Jason Grady; Seconded by Lois Spence with conditions. 
 
Discussion:  
Conditions for approval: 

1. Boulders (no less than 3 x 3) to be place in between the markers on the Conservation easement;  
2. plants to be sprayed with deer repellent as recommended by an appropriate professional;  
3. For fencing removal, concrete pillars will be cut off at the base, and all other fencing be removed as   

appropriate.  
4. 90 days to complete with an extension possible.  
5. Reason #3 

 
Vote:  7-0-0 in favor; motion passed 
 
- IWC-2016-01 67/69 Turkey Roost Road, 67 Karen Drive, & 56 Lorraine Drive – Remediation of previously 

disturbed regulated area 
 
Motion to approve IWC-2016-01 as set forth in the Draft Approval Resolution, made by Lois Spence; Seconded 
by Jason Grady. 
 
Discussion: Scott Schatzlein reviewed the Draft that was reviewed by the Commission. 
 
Vote:   6– 0 – 1 in favor, Jim Stewart abstained; motion passed 
 
- IWC-2016-09 234 & 246 Main Street, Sippin – Excavation of fill material in a regulated area and removal to 

non-regulated area. 
 
Motion to approve IWC-2016-09 as set forth in the Draft Approval Resolution, made by Lois Spence; Seconded 
by Jason Grady. 
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Discussion: None. 
 
Vote:   7– 0 – 0 in favor, None abstained; motion passed 
 

VII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports: (None) 
 
VIII. Time Extensions: 
 

- I11-08 764-770 Main Street, Request for 5 Year Extension 
 

Motion to approve request for 5 year extension, made by Lois Spence; Seconded by Jason Grady. 
 

Discussion: None 
 

Vote:   7– 0 – 0 in favor, None abstained; motion passed 
 
IX. IWC Agent Activities/Reports: 
 

- General Permits: (None) 
 

- Agent Approvals:  (None)  
 

- Permitted Uses As of Right: 
 

1.  Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W Regulations 
Section 4.2 (C)) – (None), Permit Expires 05/08/2018 

 
X. Violations: 
 

- Violation Inspection Report: (None) 
- Discussion on completed Violation Hearings from this Agenda: (None) 

 
XI. General Discussion/Other: None 
 
XII. Correspondence:    
 

- Aquatic Pesticide application for Fawn Hollow Lake 
 
XIII. Adjournment: 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Jason Grady; seconded by Peter Oliva; passed        7-0-0.  
The Meeting was adjourned 9:30 p.m. 
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NOTE:  

 A recorded copy of this meeting is on file in the Inland Wetlands Office, Monroe Town Hall. 
 These minutes are contingent upon the approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission. 
 These minutes provide a general overview of topics discussed and are not meant to be a transcript of this meeting. 
 All meeting minutes are posted on the Town Website: www.monroect.org. Select Town Hall Departments/Inland Wetland. 

Choose meeting minutes from the left column.  
 
Date of Approval: 6-22-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 

PENDING: (These items are pending but are not on this agenda). 
 

- IWC-2016-12 146 Cutlers Farm Road and 267/287 Purdy Hill Road – Proposed 15 Unit, Age Restricted Housing, Beaver Brook, LLC. 

http://www.monroect.org/

