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             Town of Monroe 
InLAnD weTLAnDS CoMMISSIon 

 
7 Fan Hill Road Inland Wetlands Department: (203) 452-2809 
Monroe, CT 06468 Fax: (203) 261-6197 

Minutes of September 28, 2016 
Inland Wetland Commission 

Town Council Chambers 
Regular Meeting 

I.  Call to Order:  
 

The Regular Meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission (“Commission”) was called to Order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
(A) Pledge of Allegiance 

 
(B) Roll Call 
 

Present: Michael S. Muttitt, Chairman  
  Jason Grady, Vice-Chairman 
  Lois Spence, Secretary 
  Ross Mastrorocco, Commissioner 
  Meghan Hayden, Esq., Treasurer 
  James Stewart, P.E., L.S., Commissioner 
 
Absent:  Peter Oliva, Commissioner 
   
Also Present: Scott Schatzlein, P.E., Land Use Director, Town Engineer, Inland Wetlands Agent 
  Donna Suszynski, Land Use Office Coordinator 
  Rebecca Wood, Recording Secretary-in-Training 
 

(C) Inland Wetland Commission Meeting Minutes 
 

 September 14, 2016 Meeting Minutes - Continued to October 12, 2016  
 

(D) General Public Participation:  None 
 

II. Application Hearing Determinations:  None 
 

III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission: 
 

IWC-2016-16 232 Elm Street, Proposed 4 Lot Residential Subdivision and associated site improvements;  
   D’Ausillo 

Will be addressed during Regulated Activities: Public Hearings. 
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IV.  Regulated Activities: 

(A) Regular Meetings (No public input):  None 
 

(B) Public Hearings: 
 
IWC-2016-12 146 Cutlers Farm Road and 267 & 287 Purdy Hill Road, Proposed 15 Unit Age Restricted  
  Housing, Beaver Brook, LLC 

 
Bill Carbone, an Engineer for Spath Bjorklund Associates provided a summary of the application, site, 
and responses to comments by Commission and Staff: 
 
- This application is for a 15 unit single family home development on a 10.2 acre site located on the 

corner of Purdy Hill Road and Cutlers Farm Road currently requesting zone change modification by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission; 

 
- There are 4 acres of wetlands and 1.9 acres of upland review area on this site; no wetlands will be 

disturbed, but Building 7 is in a regulated area; 
 
- Drainage on the northeast corner of the property will flow into the Blueberry Lane drainage system, 

they are merely changing the distribution of the outlet as all the water flows into the same tributary; 
individual raingardens and detention systems will be widely used; 

 
- They will provide silt fencing backed up with wood chip berm along the water course, followed by 

landscaping and appropriate conservation seed mixes; the Applicant will install an emergency 
spillway; 

 
- Runoff for road drainage will discharge directly into Sheeps Meadow Road; 
 
- This site currently has had numerous plantings managed by Ken Twombley and his Nursery; the 

majority of the site will be planted with his wholesale plantings; 
 
- The Health Department requested a change in the septic system even though testing showed soils in 

good condition with good percolation rates resulting in moving Building 7 back. This change in 
location for Building 7 and the septic system modification will be on the plan and filed in the Office 
of Land Records; wetland markers will be installed and septic reserve areas will be developed to 
alleviate the need to return to the Commission if the need arises later on; 

 
- The applicant evaluated water runoff for both a 100 and a 500-year storm and found that the water 

level would still remain below the top of the berm, but has prepared a maintenance plan to insure a 
clear water course to be cleared at a 75% sediment fill level; 
 

James Cowan, Soil Scientist with Spath Bjorklund, representing the applicant presented the following: 
 
- A detail of the delineated Wetlands Evaluation showing the site as part of a larger wetland pocket 

with a wooded swamp with drainage flowing from northwest to southeast; there is evidence of 
saturation but no ponding for any significant period of time, with the water flow and direction 
providing nutrient provision for plants, carrying seeds of invasive species to be caught by the 
remaining stone wall; 
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- There will be 2000 Square Feet of soil brought to the site, covered by screened topsoil, and they will 

work with the applicant to replant trees on the site, and no fertilizer will be used in the areas of 
detention basins, and no mow grasses should be investigated for regulated areas or detention basin 
sites, DEP Disposal Rules will be followed for invasive removal, and a “do not touch/alter the 
detention basin” sign will be incorporated into the maintenance plan and record; 

 
- In response to a question regarding housing and driveway layout resulting in a high level of 

impervious surface, Bill Carbone responded that the actual area of impervious surface used for 
driveways increased when they were shared to allow for additional turning radius; 

 
The Land Use Coordinator read the Exhibits for the Record. 
 
The Chairman requested and allowed for Public Comment in support of, in opposition to, and of a 
general nature: 
 
- Mr. Kim Danziger, a licensed engineer and a Principal in the Application, stated that as a 30-year 

builder of over 300 homes in both extensions and subdivisions, along with Ken Twombley a 
successful plant nursery owner with decades of experience, both of their intentions was to build a 
development the Town of Monroe would be proud of.  

 
The Public Meeting was continued until the next Inland Wetland Commission Meeting. 
 

IWC-2016-13 4 High Ridge Drive, proposed four bedroom home with associated site improvements   
  (Wysocki). 

 
Aleksandra Moch, Soil Scientist, representing the Applicant, responded to questions and comments 
voiced by the Commission and Staff at the last meeting as follows:  
 
- Regarding building the house forward on the site, Ms. Moch responded that due to both septic and 

driveway slope limitations, moving the home forward on the site would not be possible, and in 
response to a question from Chairman Muttitt regarding whether the garage could be built under 
the house, Ms. Moch responded that it would not be possible to do so due to extensive ledge and 
required blasting; 

 
- Proposing fifteen native shrubs to be planted in the disturbed area to dissuade invasive species and 

to stabilize the disturbed soil; 
 
- In response to a suggestion by Lois Spence, and rocks collected during building will be used to 

amplify and enhance the natural stone wall and wetland markers will be placed in front of the wall 
to clearly indicate and identify wetland area; 

 
Land Use Coordinator Donna Suszynski read the exhibits for the above application, and requested a 
readable copy be submitted to the Commission. 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting for Public Comments to the application, hearing none general, in 
opposition to, or in support of, the application was continued to the next meeting on October 12, 2016. 
 
The Chairman called a five minute recess. 
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IWC-2016-13 232 Elm Street, Proposed 4 Lot Residential Subdivision and associated site improvements;  
  D’Ausillo 

 
Larry Edwards, Licensed Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor, located in Easton, CT and 
representing the applicant, presented the following: 
 
- This site was a farmed meadow with no trees; it will be serviced by public water;  
- will contain four one-acre building lots; 
-  the width of the road will be reduced from 32’ to 26’; all runoff from roads and drives will be 

directed into the stormwater basin; 
- Soils on this site are excellent for septic design and stormwater management; 
- Details of the erosion control plan and regulated activities, and a swale will be built along either 

sides of the road; 
- The edge of wetlands will be delineated by markers; 
- There will be some filling of the flood plain; Lot 3 is located partially in regulated area; 
- There is a 50’ limited use easement proposed for the adjacent property based on deed 

requirements; 
- There will be no net increase in the peak net discharge of stormwater; 
- Lot 3 is the only lot that was required to come before the Commission, all others were worked on 

Administratively with Staff; 
- Larry Edwards will provide the Land Use Office with the mailing response green cards. 

Land Use Coordinator Donna Suszynski read the exhibits for the above application. 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting for Public Comments to the application, hearing none general, in 
opposition to, or in support of, the application was continued to the next meeting on October 12, 2016. 

V. Violations: 

IWV-2016-09 1603 Monroe Turnpike, Informal Hearing 

Postponed until October 12, 2016 Commission Meeting 

IWV-2016-10 1615 Monroe Turnpike, Informal Hearing 

Postponed until October 12, 2016 Commission Meeting 

IWV-2016-11 27 Dogwood Road, Informal Hearing 
 
This owner purchased the property from previous owners who had made substantial improvements with additional 
decking beyond the setback without permit approvals.  
 
The owners had an A1 survey performed to clearly identify the area of expansion of a non-conforming use violation, 
secondly resolve the planning and zoning violation with that Commission, and lastly, return to this Commission for 
Inland Wetland resolution.  
 
The Commission will grant 90 days to address the zoning issues  
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IWV-2016-06 51 Lynn Drive, Discussion of Commission site inspection.  

The Commission members will secure a site inspection. Postponed until the October 12, 2016 Meeting. 

IWV-2016-08 424 Hattertown Road, Discussion of Commission site inspection.  

The Commission members will secure a site inspection. Postponed until the October 12, 2016 Meeting. 

VI. Other:  

IWC-2014-11 462, 464, 466, through 470 Main Street; Changes to Existing Approval. 

This is a previously approved application for a strip mall. Three different changes occurred: 

- An easement could not be secured resulting in a gravity-driven septic system which is now a 
pumping chamber; 

- A full access driveway with site access across an adjacent property is now restricted to a right-turn 
only driveway with DOT siteline easement marked for one lane ingress and egress; 

- Two propane tanks have been reduced to one, but that one tank is located in upland review. 

Motion: To approve the revised plan in a draft a Letter of Approval by Lois Spence 
Second: Jason Grady 
Discussion: The Letter of Approval should include: the survey shall include certification; the Plan should include the 
closing off of regulated property, stormwater control unit detail, $8,500. bond, the removal of the lighting posts, and 
two-year monitoring of plantings. 
 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Jason Grady, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, Meghan Hayden, James Stewart. 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no oppositions 
 
 

VII. Deliberations on Completed Hearings: 

IWC-2016-14 754 Main Street, Interior  renovations, construction  of Truck Well, Outdoor Living showcase,  
   area, stormwater quality measures and pavement repair; Stone Farm, LLC 
 
Motion: To approve the draft a Letter of Approval by Jason Grady 
Second: Lois Spence 
Discussion: The Letter of Approval was summarized by Staff and included all items required by the Commission. 

 
Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Jason Grady, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco,  Meghan Hayden 
Nays: None 
Abstain: James Stewart 
Vote: 5-0-1 in favor, no oppositions 
 

VIII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports:  None 
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IX. Time Extensions: 

I 11-18 114 Main Street, Duane Noll (owner), requesting a 5 year extension of the existing Inland Wetland  
  Approval which will expire on 12/7/2016. 

 
The applicant has submitted an application to the Planning and Zoning Commission; no extension is approved; this 
is an application for remediation. 

IWV-2015-20 111 Blanket Meadow Road, Souza (owner), Pires (representative); requesting 90-day extension  
   to submit an Inland Wetland application. 

Motion: To grant 90 Day extension by James Stewart 
Second: Jason Grady 
Discussion: None 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Jason Grady, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, Meghan Hayden, James Stewart. 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no oppositions 

 
 

IWV-2015-01 207 Spring Hill Road, Julian Investments; LLC (owner) Bjorklund, Jr. (representative); requesting  
   60 Day extension to submit an application for new development including remediation of any  
   violations identified on site. 

Motion: By James Stewart to approve the 60 Day extension to submit an Application for Remediation 
Second: Jason Grady 
Discussion: None 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Jason Grady, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco,  Meghan Hayden, James Stewart. 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no oppositions 
 

I 04-15 127 Main Street (Pond View) Phase III – 5 Year Extension 

Motion: By James Stewart to approve a 5 Year extension 
Second: Lois Spence 
Discussion: None 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Jason Grady, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, Meghan Hayden, James Stewart. 
Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no oppositions 

 
 
X. IWC Agent Activities/Reports 

(A) General Permits:  None 
 
(B) Agent Approvals:  None 
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Permitted Uses As of Right 

- Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W Regulations Section 
4.2) 

- 290 Fan Hill Road – Drainage Maintenance Notice – The Highway Department will be performing maintenance 
work at the outlet of the drainage pipe in the rear of the property at 290 Fan Hill Road. 

XI. Violation Discussion: 

It was determined that “Administrative Violations” would be continued to the October 12, 2016 meeting. 

XII. General Discussion/Other:  None 

XIII. Correspondence:  None 

XIV.Adjournment 

Motion: By Jason Brady to adjourn 
Second: Meghan Hayden 

The Inland Wetland Commission meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Rebecca Wood, Recording Secretary-In-Training 
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