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             Town of Monroe 
InLAnD weTLAnDS CoMMISSIon 

 

7 Fan Hill Road                                                                                                  Inland Wetlands Department: (203) 452-2809 
Monroe, CT 06468                                                                                                                                         Fax: (203) 261-6197 

 
Minutes of October 26, 2016 
Inland Wetland Commission 

Town Council Chambers 
Regular Meeting 

 
I.  Call to Order:  
 

The Regular Meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission (“Commission”) was called to Order at 
7:03 p.m. 
 
(A) Pledge of Allegiance 

 
(B) Roll Call 
 

Present: Michael Muttitt, Chairman 
  Meghan Hayden, Esq., Treasurer 
  Lois Spence, Secretary 
  James Stewart, Commissioner 
 Ross Mastrorocco, Commissioner 

Peter Oliva, Commissioner 
 
Absent:  Jason Grady, Vice Chairman  
   
Also Present: Scott Schatzlein, P.E., Land Use Director, Town Engineer, Inland Wetlands Agent 
  Donna Suszynski, Inland Wetlands & Land Use Office Coordinator 

Rebecca Wood, Recording Secretary 
 
Changes to Agenda: Violations IWV-2016-05 and IWV 2016-08 were moved to XI. Violation 
Discussion on the Agenda; under Item VIII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports, there is a 
request for a bond release for 57 Jockey Hollow Road.  
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(C) Inland Wetland Commission Meeting Minutes: September 28, 2016 
 

Motion: To approve the September 28, 2016 Minutes with minor changes made by Lois Spence.  
Second: Ross Mastrorocco 
Discussion: None 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart. 
Nays: None 
Abstain: Meghan Hayden, Peter Oliva 
Vote: 4-0-2 in favor, two abstentions, no oppositions 
 

(D) General Public Participation: None 
 

II.  Application Hearing Determinations: None 
 

III. Subdivision Report/Recommendation to the Planning & Zoning Commission: 

IWC-2016-16 232 Elm Street, Proposed 4-Lot Residential Subdivision and associated site 
improvements; D’Ausillo (Hearing opened at 10-12-16 meeting, continued at 10-
26-16 meeting). This subdivision report will be heard in Item IV. Regulated 
Activities: (B) Public Hearings. 

 
IV.  Regulated Activities: 

(A) Regular Meetings (No public input): None 
 
(B) Public Hearings: 

 
IWC-2016-16 232 Elm Street, Proposed 4-Lot Residential Subdivision and associated site 

improvements; D’Ausillo (Hearing opened at 9-28-16) 
 
Larry Edwards, Licensed Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor, located in Easton, CT and 
representing the applicant, responded to Staff Comments as follows: 
 
Item 1, Number 3 will continue on into the subdivision application process; 

Item 2, Number 4, the Wetlands Assessment report was submitted and addressed by the Soil 
Scientist: some will be accomplished, others are not able to be accomplished: the applicant will be 
using in-ground infiltrators instead of the rain gardens, the driveway runoff will be treated, 
vegetative swales along the roadway are not going to be used and stormwater will be treated at a 
central location at the corner of the property, wetland delineation is shown both by markers and by 
larger trees; 

In response to wetland plantings, Mr. Edwards provided the Commission with the recommended 
wetland plantings applying to Lot #3; 

Chairman Muttitt and Lois Spence requested that twenty general wetland plants and 12 red maple 
trees be planted in the wetland to allow native plants to return to the meadow, with boulders, 
rocks, and trees moved up 10’ from the wetland boundary along with spruce trees; 
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Town Engineer Schatzlein indicated that the number of lots that need to come before the Inland 
Wetland Commission will depend on the applicant’s adherence to plan and the amount of 
excavation done. At the time the applicant comes in for a building permit, a soil sample can be 
requested. A bond of $26,000.00 was recommended; markers along the regulated area boundary 
will be a deliberation item.  

The Inland Wetland and Land Use Office Coordinator, Donna Suszynski read the Exhibits for the 
Record. 

The Chairman opened the Public Hearing; hearing no comments in support, in opposition, or of a 
general nature, the Public Hearing was closed.  
 

V.  Violations: 

IWV-2014-01 4 Maple Drive, 1st Review, Informal Hearing 
Unpermitted storage structures within a regulated upland review area 
Unapproved distribution of bituminous millings within a regulated area 
Placement of retaining wall stones within a regulated area 

 
Mr. Dan O’Keefe introduced himself, representing his parents, Robert and Maureen O’Keefe. Mr. 
O’Keefe provided a visual presentation of the property: 
  
The sheds have been removed and the millings were from three years ago; 

 
The millings in the Upland Review area were added to increase parking space and to provide their 
employees with access to the traffic light on the top of Victoria Drive. They added millings to 
reinforce the dirt and create a more useable and drivable surface for an entrance/exit to the traffic 
light on Victoria Drive.  They currently have twenty employees, with about 25 spaces needed. The 
additional parking allows for employee family gatherings and future possible expansion; 
  
Regarding the establishment of a retaining wall: The older part of the retaining wall was part of the 
summer camp and building lot for an older home once on the site; the newer part of the retaining 
wall is part of the approved parking lot; 

 
A site visit by the Commission members was agreed to and will be coordinated. 
 

 
IWV-2014-02  8 & 12 Maple Drive, 1st Review, Informal Hearing 

Unapproved distribution of bituminous millings within a regulated area 
Unauthorized use and storage in a regulated upland review area 

 
Millie Rizzio, one of the property owners of 8 & 12 Maple Drive, presented the following: 
 
This was once the site of Custom Craft Kitchens that closed its doors in 2012, some of the vehicles 
that you have seen were owned by that business; one has now sold, and the other is up for sale; 
 
The building is currently in use rented by another business that does detailed engravings on gun 
stocks; 
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The garage is being utilized for storage from the former business only; 
12 Maple Drive has always been rented as a residential property; 8 Maple Drive is currently rented 
to a business, and they have no future plans for the properties; 
 
There is an open brook running between the two properties which was originally rerouted by the 
Army Corp of Engineers, and built a walking bridge; 

  
A permit will be required for the current fencing located in an Upland Review area and a site visit by 
the Commission members was agreed to and will be coordinated. 
  

VI. Other:  
 

IWC-2014-12  585 Main Street, Request to eliminate requirement of trap hoods within catch 
basins, Monroe Muffler. 

 
Town Engineer, Scott Schatzlein summarized the issue as follows: the vent hoods needed, as 
originally proposed, do not fit properly due to construction, but the applicant has a storm water 
quality control unit that was installed after the last catch basin and prior to dumping into the 
recharge system, which Scott Schatzlein recommends accepting.  

 
Motion: To grant the requested elimination of trap hoods within catch basins by Lois Spence.    
Second: James Stewart 
Discussion: None 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart, Meghan Hayden, Peter 
Oliva. 

Nays: None 
Abstain: None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no abstentions 
 

 
VII. Deliberations on Completed Hearings: 

 
IWC-2016-16 232 Elm Street, Proposed 4-Lot Residential Subdivision and associated site 

improvements; D’Ausillo 
 
Recommendation: Michael Muttitt recommended that Staff draft a Letter of Support with 

Conditions 
 
Discussion: The Commission and Town Engineer Scott Schatzlein enumerated items for 

inclusion in the Draft Letter of Approval. 
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IWC-2016-12 146 Cutlers Farm Road and 267 & 287 Purdy Hill Road, Proposed 15 Unit Age 
Restricted Housing, Beaver Brook, LLC (Hearing opened 9/28/16, closed 
10/12/16).  

 
Motion: To approve the requested Draft Approval as written by Lois Spence  
Second: Meghan Hayden  
Discussion: Confirmation of “determination (FINDINGS)” LISTED ON Draft Approval are correct by 

Donna Suszynski, Land Use Coordinator. 
Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart, Meghan Hayden, Peter 

Oliva. 
Nays: None 
Abstain:  None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no abstentions 

 
IWC-2016-13 4 High Ridge Drive, proposed four bedroom home with associated site 

improvements (Wysocki) (Hearing opened 9/14/2016, closed 10/12/16). 
 
Motion: To approve requested Draft Approval as written by Lois Spence 
Second: Peter Oliva  
Discussion: Changes regarding the addition of a condition under item “A” #1d, and the removal of 

the word remain on item “A” #1b. Confirmation of “determination (FINDINGS)” listed 
on Draft Approval are correct by Donna Suszynski, Land Use Coordinator.    

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart, Meghan Hayden, Peter 
Oliva. 

Nays: None 
Abstain:  None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no abstentions 

 
VIII. Bond Releases, Reductions, Reports: 

 
I 13-04 57 Jockey Hollow Road, Bond Release Requested 
 
Discussion took place among the Commission members regarding photos Land use staff provided. It 
was noted that several items still need to be addressed, such as: a gap in the stone wall needs to be 
closed up, larger plants need to be installed, and invasive species need to be removed. It was 
decided that the issues need to be addressed before the bond can be released.  

IX. Time Extensions:  

IWC-2016-15 100 Hammertown Road, Extension request to complete remediation work 
 
Motion: James Stewart to approve a 60 Day Extension  
Second: Lois Spence  
Discussion: There should be a notation in the letter granting this extension, that if after sixty days, 

if there is no progress made, no further extensions will be granted, and a citation will 
be issued. 

Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Lois Spence, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart, Meghan Hayden, Peter 
Oliva. 
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Nays: None 
Abstain:  None 
Vote: 6-0-0 in favor, no abstentions 
 

X. IWC Agent Activities/Reports 

(A) General Permits: None 
 
(B) Agent Approvals: None 

Permitted Uses As of Right (Permit Expires 5/8/16) 

- Department of Public Works – road repair, replacement and/or general maintenance (I/W 
Regulations Section 4.2 © 

XI. Violation Discussion: 

IWC-2016-15 100 Hammertown Road, Discussed under IX. Time Extensions 
 
IWC-2016-08 424 Hattertown Road, Discussion of site inspection  
 
- The violator will need to plant five spruce trees, get a shed permit, and post regulated area 

signage through the Agent Approval process. 
 
Motion: James Stewart  
Second: Peter Oliva  
Discussion: The violator will need to plant five spruce trees, get a shed permit, and post regulated 

signage. 
Ayes: Michael Muttitt, Ross Mastrorocco, James Stewart, Meghan Hayden, Peter Oliva. 
Nays: Lois Spence 
Abstain:  None 
Vote: 5-1-0 in favor, one against, no abstentions 

 
 

XII. General Discussion/Other:  Two conferences are available but not included in the budget.  
 

XIII.Correspondence: None 

XIV.Adjournment 

Motion: By Peter Oliva to adjourn 
Second: Second by James Stewart 
 
The Inland Wetland Commission meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 Rebecca Wood, Recording Secretary 
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