
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF MONROE 
FEHPS SUBCOMITTEE 

 
March 31, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lipeles at 4:38 p.m. 
 
Present:  Chairman Enid Lipeles, Ken Kellogg, and Phyllis Kansky   Rich Laskey, 
Assessor was also present. 
 
Approval of Minutes.  Motion was made to approve the Minutes of March 8, 2016.  It 
was moved  by K. Kellogg, seconded by P. Kansky to approve the minutes..  Motion 
carried 3-0. 
 
Public Participation – Ray Adame, 38 Maplewood Drive – asked about capping taxes of 
taxpayers over 75. 
 
Liaison Reports 
 
Board of Education – No report. 
 
Board of Finance – No Report 
 
Health –  No report. 
 
EMS – Approved a Collections Policy which go before the Board of Finance and the 
Town Council.  They discussed the daytime staffing contract.  It may require renewal at 
the end of this fiscal year. 
  
Public Safety – No report. 
 
Police – No report. 
 
Commission on Aging – Phyllis will attend their next meeting. 
 
Discussion on Senior Tax Abatement 
 
Rich Laskey presented the committee with data on tax abatement for the years 2009 
through 2014 indicating there was very little change.  Income guidelines were explained 
and charted out for the committee.  He explained that proof of income was required for 
any given category.  He indicated that there was not much of a swing either way.  He 
explained that the State benefit is 100% reimbursable. 



 
Ken:  The income ranges seem quite bizarre compared to other towns.  Rich said the 
State did change their guidelines and Monroe is following those.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Chairman Lipeles asked what the next step should be.  Rich suggested to change the 
brackets against the last years and we could get a pretty good idea of the impact. 
\ 
Chariman Lipeles – if we change the bracket, for example, to 2% higher in each category, 
what would be the impact. 
 
Ken Kellogg asked Rich if he could build a mode and input the difference variables, it 
would be great to see how the bottom numbers change.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Rich said he could provide us with models for us to play with and we could, therefore, 
make some decisions about improving the program.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Chairman Lipeles said we should definitely play with these percentages and see how it 
comes out. 
 
Chairman Lipeles asked Rich if he could come back to us in two weeks and provide us 
with this information.  Rich indicated he could probably get it even sooner. 
 
Chairman Lipeles asked about the whole procedure.  Ken indicated that if changes are 
made, we need to change the Ordinance.  Before that, the Board of Finance needs to be 
consulted.  We need to gather data and hold a joint meeting with the Board of Finance 
and the Town Council. 
 
We also need to talk with the Board of Finance about the deferral program.  Discussion 
ensued about tax deferral.  Rich said the State did away with the freeze program.  There 
are only a couple of people still on it.  Rich was asked to investigate the tax deferral 
program in Fairfied. 
 
Chairman Lipeles said we need to get some percentages changed and then sit with the 
Board of Finance Chairman and say “What if”. 
 
It was decided to meet again on May 5, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting was adjourned.  
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
     Phyllis D. Kansky, Secretary 


